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€ EDITORIAL NOBES- AN COMMENTS. ~) 


HE letter from a Roman Catholic 


priest on the last page is a strong 
argument for the support of an institu- 
tion like Christ’s Mission, where such 
men can rest a while when they take 
the heroic step of renouncing Romanism 


and withdrawing from the priesthood. 


“Tf I leave my parish,’’ he says, ‘‘ and 
renounce the priesthood, what shall I 
do?’’ ‘‘ Come to Christ’s Mission,’’ we 
replied, ‘‘and there you will learn to 
trust in the Lord and cast your care up- 
on Him. When you do this, He will 
provide for your future.’’ A priest of 
the Albany diocese called to see us some 
time ago, saying he was ready to leave 
the Roman Church if he could be ap- 
pointed pastor ofa Protestant congrega- 
tion. We told him that until he gave 
evidence of genuine conversion and 
capacity as a preacher, he could not be 
appointed pastor ina Protestant church. 
In the Roman Church priests are ap- 
pointed pastors by their bishops, with or 
without qualifications, if they can say 
mass and hear confessions. The people 
have no voice at all in the matter. But 
in the Protestant churches, the people 
call the minister to be their pastor, and 
they alone are the judges of his fitness. 

When priests come to Christ’s Mis- 


sion they learn this, and much more, of 
which they never thought before. They 
learn what the Bible way of salvation is, 
and how they can come to Christ as their 
Saviour and Redeemer. However learn- 
ed they may be now in Roman theology, 
they are ignorant of the way of the 
Lord in the salvation of souls. The 
outline of the sermon on page 103 will be 
good reading for all Catholics, priests as 
well as people. 


Their Own Receive Them Not. 


When priests leave the Roman Church 
they cannot live among their own peo- 
ple. There would be constant bickering 
and contention in their families. Their 
relatives and friends would make their 
lives miserable. The young monk of 
the Dominican Order, of Somerset, 
Ohio, whose letter was published in the 
March CONVERTED CATHOLIC and who 
has since escaped from the monastery, 
visited his family in Cincinnati after 
spending some days with the friend in 
Newark, Ohio, to whom we introduced 
him, and he says they acted ‘‘ as if be- 
reft of reason.’’ The superior denounced 
him for leaving the monastery, and he 
had to leave his home. We have invited 
him to come to Christ’s Mission. 
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The Monk Has Escaped. 


The young man whose letter from 
the monastery was published in last 
month’s CONVERTED CATHOLIC has 
escaped and is now safe from the Domi- 
nican wolves who would devour him if 
they had got on his track while he was 
running away. His name is Edw. J. 
Gleaso1, and he was a member of the 
Dominican Order, whose novitiate is at 
Somerset, Ohio. Hisletter was written 
from there, but we did not publish 
his name or the location of the monas- 
tery for obvious reasons. If the monas- 
tic authorities had any idea that he con- 
templated running away, they would 
take effectual means to prevent his es- 
cape. ‘‘God only knows what they 
would do to me,’’ said he in his letter; 
adding, ‘‘ perhaps you smile at this; but 
alas ! the world knows nothing of Papal 
enclosure.’’ 

The poor monk is right. The world 
does not know what suffering, mental 
and physical, the inmates of convents 
and monasteries have to endure. And 
seclusion—‘‘enclosure,’’ he calls it—in- 
tensifies“their pain. No ear is open to 
them; they are dead to the world; their 
cry is hushed in the deathlike silence of 
the cell. They have no friends, except 
such as they have made in the monas- 
tery, and there each monk is a spy 
upon his fellows, and if the thought 
of running away is communicated to 
any one, denunciation immediately fol- 
lows. The departure of one inmate de- 
moralizes the whole institution, for no 
one knows how many others may be af- 
fected by the desire to escape. The feel- 
ing becomes epidemic, and if not stamped 
out at once and summarily dealt with, 
the longing for deliverance is sure to 
spread. The authorities resort to every 
means in their power to check the ‘“‘ dis- 
ease.’’ Solitary confinement, coarse 
and insufficient diet, and physical pun- 
ishment are resorted to in order to pre- 
vent the inmates from escaping. 


Captured By The Priests. 


Our young monk was more fortunate 
than the Roman ecclesiastic referred to 
in the following letter from Washington, 
at: 

‘Stephen Murray, adivinity student, 
at the Catholic University, having for 
some time past entertained serious doubts 
concerning his duty to remain in that 
church and continue his preparation for 
the priesthood, had, after due investiga- 
tion by the reading of Protestant litera- 
ture, decided to become a member of a 
Bapiist Church in this city, and by ad- 
vice of the president of a Baptist semin- 
ary conferred with Rev. Samuel H. 
Greene, pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Church in relation to baptism into that 
faith and full connection with the church. 
The young man was to have been bap- 
tized last Sunday evening, March 22, 
with several other candidates, but did 
not appear, quite to the disappointment 
of the kind pastor who had given him 
much assistance and encouragement 
toward the consummation of his de- 
sire. 

“It is discovered that two Catholic 
priests, hearing of the announcement at 
the church of the proposed baptism of 
the student as a convert to the Baptist 
faith and communion, called on him on 
Saturday, and after much labor had dis- 
suaded him from going forward in ac- 
cordance with his design and agreement 
with Dr. Greene. He has disappeared 
from the city, it is reported, as he was 
last seen at the Baltimore & Ohio depot 
awaiting the departure of the train for 
Baltimore, and wearing a friendless and 
disconsolate look.’’ 

The abduction of this student 
was uot unlike that of Father Sylvester 
Harrington, the priest of the Passionist 
Order who spent a month at Christ's 
Mission, two years ago, and was forcibly 
removed by his family and friends. A 
full account of poor Harrington’s ab- 
duction will be given in our next issue, 
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Protestant and Catholic Benevolence. 

In the ‘‘ Life of Cardinal Manning ’’ 
(Vol. II., p. 781) a contrast is pre- 
sented by the Cardinal himself between 
the works of benevolence and charity of 
Protestantism and Romanism. 
he wrote as follows : 

‘* All the great works of charity in 
England have had their beginning out 
of the Church ; for instance, the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade and of slavery, 
and the persevering protest of the Anti- 
Slavery Society. Not a Catholic name, 
so far as I know, sharedinthis. France, 
Portugal and Brazil have been secretly 
or openly slave-trading, or, even until 
now, slave-holding. It was a Quaker 
that made Fr. Matthew a total ab- 
stainer. Catholic Ireland and the Cath- 
olies of England, until now, have done 
little for temperance. The Anglican 
and Dissenting ministers are far more 
numerous abstainers than our priests. 
The Act of Parliament to protect ani- 
mals from cruelty was carried ‘y a non- 
Catholic Irishman; the Anti-Vivisection 
Act also. Both are derided, to my 
knowledge, among Catholics. The Act 
to protect children from cruelty was the 
work of Dissenters. On these three 
societies there is hardly a Catholic 
name. On the last, mine was for long 
the only one. So again, against the up- 
rising against the horrible depravity 
which destroys young girls—multitudes 
of ours—I was literally denounced by 
Catholics. Not one came forward. If 
it was ill-done, why did nobody try to 
mend it? I might go on. There are 
endless works for the protection of shop 
assistants, overworked railway and 
train-men, women and children ground 
down in factories, and driven by star- 
vation wages upon the streets. Not one 
of the works in their behalf were started 
by us. Hardly a Catholic name is to 
be found on their reports.’’ And yet 
Protestant ministers will glorify Rome’s 
“* charities.’’ 


In 1890 


The Manitoba School Question. 


A press dispatch from Winnipeg, 
March 19, says the Manitoba Legisla- 
ture has adjourned until April 16, in 
order that a conference on the school 
question should be held inthe meantime 
with the Canadian Government. The 
school question in that province may 
be thus summed up: A large majority 
of the people of Manitoba have voted 
against having separate schools for the 
children of Protestants and Catholics. 
This has raised a storm from the Roman 
Catholic element, and they have ap- 
pealed to the Dominion Government for 
remedial legislation. The Manitobans 
are highly wrought up over the matter, 
and boldly declare that they will take 
up arms rather than have separate 
schools forced upon them. The sym- 
pathies of the Protestants of Canada are 
with the majority of the citizens of 
Manitoba, who say there should be no 
such thing as separation of children in 
the public schools. Religion is one 
thing and education is another. They 
admire the magnificent school system of 
the United States, which takes no ac- 
count of creed or church, but gives to 
every child in the land the same privil- 
eges of instruction accorded to every 
other child. If the people of Manitoba 
continue firm in their opposition to the 
Roman Catholic schools, the Catholic 
people will bless them. They do not 
desire separate schools any more than 
the Catholics in this country if left 
free to choose. 

The Roman Catholic bishops and 
priests in Canada have hurled denuncia- 
tions at their people, who will not vote 
for the Catholic schools, and threatened 
them with deprivation of the sacra- 
ments, that is,eternal damnation, if they 
will not vote for the clerical candidates 
at the general election. But many Ca- 
tholics have disregarded these threats 
and some have announced their intention 
to become Protestants. 
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Irish Illiteracy. 


The following item is taken from the 
New York 77zbune, March 21, 1896: 

“It is generally supposed that an ed- 
ucational test for immigrants would make 
most against immigrants from Southern 
Europe. But if the returns of illiteracy 
fgom the last general elections in Great 
Britain are correct, the test would bear 
heavily against the Irish. The number 
of illiterates among the voterstin the 
various constituencies was given as fol- 
lows: 
English counties............. 1 i 
English boroughs.... ....... qi 
Welsh counties.............. 1 in 
Welsh boreughs in 
Scotch counties .............. I in 
Scotch boroughs............. I in 160 
Ireland lin 5 

One in five of the Roman Catholics 

in Ireland illiterate! What are the 
priests doing in Ireland? Evidently 
they are not educating the people. May 
God pity the poor Irish Catholics who 
are mis-ruled by the priests. 


go 
150 
80 
70 
go 


The Pope and the A. P. A. 


The Roman Catholic papers last month 
published an extract from the Lenten 
pastoral of Bishop Durier, of Natchi- 
toches, Louisiana, in which he referred 
to his last interview with Pope Leo 
XIII. He told the Pope ‘‘that the 
only opposition to Catholics in the 
United States comes from an organiza- 
tion called the American Protective As- 
sociation, the policy of which is to dis- 
criminate against Catholics,’’ 

‘‘Oh,”’ said the Pope, ‘‘ that opposi- 
tion is buta little cloud that will clear 
up before Catholic loyalty.’’ 

That is very good. TheA. P. A. 
will make the Catholics loyal to the 
Republic. Surely that association is 
building wiser than it knew. May it 
go on and prosper until all the Catho- 
lics are converted into good Christians 
and loyal citizens. 


Rome And The A. P. A. 


At a reunion of Roman Catholic 
young men’s societies in this city, March 
20, at which 3,000 men were present, 
Judge James Fitzgerald, of the Court 
of General Sessions, made an address 
which was reported in the New York 
Sun, March 21, as follows: 


“In referring to attempts to prevent 
Catholics from holding office,’’ Judge 
Fitzgerald said: ‘‘I say that bodies of 
men bound together for the extinguish- 
ment of civil and religious liberty are 
distinctly un-American. The very best 
thing we can do for them is to extend 
to them the charity of our silence. 
I will not dignify them by mentioning 
the name of their principal organiza- 
tion.’’ 

A voice—‘‘ It’s the A. P. A.”’ 

Hisses arose in every part of the hall. 

‘T thank the gentleman for saving me 
from the odium of mentioning those in- 
itials,’’ said Judge Fitzgerald. ‘‘ Cath- 
olics yield to none in their loyalty to 
the emblem of liberty,’’ he continued, 
‘“‘and they feel an interest in it and a 
love for it, because they did their share 
to save it in the days of darkness and 
civil strife. They point to their record 
as defenders of the flag, and say they 
are prepared to do their part again 
should the occasion arise. If there ts 
a secret power at work to undermine 
the work of centuries of civilization, 
there are none upon whom the Union 
can depend so well for defence as the 
Catholic Americans.”’ 


Now let Judge Fitzgerald and the 
Catholic young men ‘‘defend’’ the 
public schools and other American insti- 
tutions which the American Protective 
Association are guarding against the at- 
tacks of the Roman Catholic bishops 
and Jesuits who would destroy them, 
and the A. P. A. will welcome these 
‘Catholic defenders’’ into its ranks. 
The Jesuits and politicians are afraid of 
the patriotic societies and they see the 
coming battle. American patriotism 
will triumph, and then these ‘‘Catholic 
Americans’ will thank the A. P. A. 
for delivering them from the Papal 
yoke. 
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CONVERT THE CATHOLICS. 





HE Rev. James L. Hill, D. D., of 
Salem, Mass., writing in the 
New York Christian Advocate of Novem- 
ber 28, 1895, on ‘‘ Services in Unusual 
Places,’’ gives a graphic description of 
the meetings held in connection with 
the Christian Endeavor convention in 
Boston last July. That these services 
were in ‘‘ unusual places’’ can be well 
understood when coal yards, wharfs, 
factories of all kinds, laundries, dry 
goods stores, the Chamber of Commerce, 
the market house and a printing house 
resounded with hymns, prayers and 
testimony for Christ. As might be ex- 
pected, a large number of the hearers 
belonged to the Church. We quote from 
Dr. Hill’s article the following : 

‘*At one printing establishment, as 
the compositors stood among their cases, 
one speaker stood forth and began his 
address with the words, ‘I am a printer.’ 
He touched them. There was an evi- 
dent flow of sympathy. At Alfred 
Mudge & Sons’ the words of one of the 
Baptist ministers were irresistible as he 
told them that he had been employed 
among the compositors and binders at 
the same establishment. The religious 
interest developed among Catholics by 
these services was unexpected, phe- 
nomenal, and, as letters before me 
prove, exceptionally fruitful. One of 
them testified that he was never before 
present when Christian testimony was 
given. He was accustomed to a re- 
ligion which was largely managed from 
one end of the church. Another Ro- 
man Catholic writes: ‘You told me 
you believed a person must be born 
again. I don’t understand this, but 
some day I shall, for I have never 
missed a mass for over two years, ora 
confession, or a communion, unless I 
was sick, and I will attend church the 
same now. It will be strange for me, 
but,I have always believed in God, and 








I want to be converted and have some 
of this faith. Pray for me, and ask 


others to pray for me. Oh, if you knew 
the condition of my mind you would 
pray out of pity. The way the minister 
prayed and the equal part everyone took 
has taken hold of me, and I want to 
pray to God myself and for mysebf. 
God will reward you fer your words.’ 

‘*A member of the Romish Church 
was converted on T wharf, whose 
brother was a priest, and whose friends, 
Romanists, had tried to dissuade him 
from attending the meeting. Similar 
experiences in great numbers could be 
recited. Noone will doubt its likeli- 
hood when he is reminded that at some 
of these works most of the employees 
were adherents of the Romish Church. 
It was among them that these young 
witnesses to the Gospel gained their 
most respectful and even rapt atten- 
tion. When Christ was named in testi- 
mony off came the hats of the most be- 
grimed laborer. Two things are .evi- 
dent: First, there is what will tell 
upon Catholics—testimony. It is to 
them a new force. It is truth seen in a 
new way that has wrought all the great 
revivals of the Church. . . . I use the 
treatment of these Romanists by ovr 
Christian Endeavor friends as illustra- 
tions of the wisdom and tact and success 
that may attend laborers though still 
young. Inthe second instance cited, it 
is obvious that the Catholic auditor was 
brought into the best possible attitude. 
He was confronted by the same truth 
with which our Lord himself met 
Nicodemus. 

‘‘ In the largest store in Boston, hav- 
ing 4,000 employees, the leader in be 
ginning said: ‘ Weare here to invite 
you to the Son of God. We have not 
come here to barter or sell, but to tell 
men that Jesus Christ purchased them 
with His blood.’ Could an older person 
have been more direct? And now for 
the results. In a single meeting twelve 
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are reported to have been converted, at 
another eight, at another six, and so all 
along through the growing list. I know 
not how this recital may strike the 
readers of the Christian Advocate, but, 
speaking for myself, it stirs up the 
evangelist in me. I see anew the 
power of testimony. It was the princi- 
pal force in the early Church, and it 
proves an undiminished potency to-day. 
And I see in the young, as witness 
bearers, the hope of the Church, the 
consummate factor in leading her on 
and up to millennial glory. I see that 
conversions are not alone made at the 
altar or in church, and not even ex- 
clusively upon hallowed ground. 


‘© They who seek the throne of grace 
Find that throne in every place ; 

If we look to God in prayer, 

God is present everywhere ”’ 





The Parson and the Priest. 

In 1728 the vicar of a parish in 
Shrewsbury, England, committed what 
Romanists would call an act of sacrilege 
by removing a picture of the crucifixion 
which hung over the altar. The 
Roman Catholic priest issued a paper 
with the following lines, and circulated 
it over the town : 


The parson’s the man, 
Let him do what he can, 
Would for gain leave his God in the lurch ; 
Could Iscariot do more, 
Had it lain in his power, 
Than turn the Lord out of the church ? 


The parson immediately replied : 


The Lord I adore 
Is mighty in power, 
The one only living and true ; 
But that Lord of yours 
That I turn’d out of doors 
Had about as much knowledge as you. 


Yet since you bemoan 
This God of your own, 

Cheer up, my disconsolate brother ! 
Though it seems very odd, 
Still, if this be your god, 

The painter can make you another! 


The One Sacrifice. 

The following incident was published 
at the time of its occurrence, but the life 
of a newspaper paragraph is so short 
that one containing so important a truth 
should, it would seem, be sometimes re- 
vived, so I send it to THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC from memory, as I heard 
much of it at the time. 

It was during the late War, and in a 
town in Missouri, where some Federal 
troops were stationed. A Roman Ca- 
tholic priest was preaching, his subject 
being ‘‘The Holy Sacrifice.’’ After 
expatiating on the virtues of the Mass 
at great length, he exclaimed dramati- 
cally: ‘‘ This is our sacrifice, but what 
have you Protestants to offer?’ He 
paused, seemingly for reply, but there 
was utter silence, and he reiterated his 
demand: ‘‘I say, what sacrifice have 
you Protestants to offer?’’ Now, in 
the clear, distinct tones of a woman, 
came the answer: ‘‘ The body of Christ, 
once for all.’’ (Heb. x. 10.) ‘‘ Put 
that woman out!’’ cried the priest 
sharply, and two men sprang forward 
to perform his behest. In another in- 
stant they were confronted by two sol-° 
diers who had been seated further back. 
‘‘Do not touch that lady,’’ said one, 
‘‘she only answered a question;’’ and the 
two placed themselves in a protecting 
position. 

The priest’s eager servants slunk 
away, and the congregation, stifl- 
ing their excitement, resumed their 
listening attitude, but the priest had 
Icst the thread of his discourse, and 
could not recover it. He looked at 
them in a bewildered way, and at 
length, muttering ‘‘ The body of Christ 
once for all—once for all’’—he gave it 
up. 

The people dispersed, and it is to 
be hoped the pregnant words echoed 
in his ears until their true meaning 
penetrated his mind and heart. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. P. B.C. 
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WAY OF SALVATION FOR CATHOLICS. 
ANY Roman Catholics attended 
the meetings last month. Some 
told the pastor they had lost faith in the 
priests, but that it would be difficult 
for them to leave the Roman 
Catholic Church on account of family 
reasons, business considerations, etc. 
Others said they did not know any other 
way to heaven but that which had been 
taught them from their childhood, and 
they could not easily learn the new way. 
Pastor O’Connor has the greatest sym- 
pathy for such Catholics, and at every 
service he preaches to them. On Sunday 
March 29, he advised them to get a 
Bible, or at least a New Testament and 
read it in connection with THE CONVER- 
TED CATHOLIC,and he assured them the 
light of truth would shine into their souls. 
If they have no Bible he will give them 
a New Testament and that will tell them 
what our Lord and Saviour and the 
Apostles taught as necessary for the 
salvation of their souls. He said: 

There is no controversy in what the 
Saviour says to us. But His words 
will excite commotion in the soul that 
will lead to repentance and faith; and 
where there is repentance for sin and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. there is 
salvation asa giftfrom God. Repentance 
will not merit it, neither will faith, but 
both will enable you to take the gift of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

THE GIFT OF GOD. 

To know Christ as the Saviour is to 
possess the gift of God. That gift be- 
comes yours by faith. It is as much 
yours as anything you possess. No man 
can take it away from you. Almighty 
God gives it to you, and He will not re- 
call His gift. You can reject it or mis- 
use it, but if you want to keep it you 
can have it for ever andever. You can- 
not purchase it, nor can your dearest 
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friend obtain it for you. You 


must 
stretch forth your hand, as it were, and 
take it from the hand of God. What 


a blessing and privilege this is! The 
greatest sinner—and all who do not re- 
pent and believe are great sinners—re- 
ceives from God the greatest gift, which 
bestows pardon and forgiveness of all 
sins and _ perfect reconciliation with 
Him. 
BOUGHT WITH A PRICE. 

Although the gift of salvation is free 
for every human being who desires to 
possess it, and it cannot be purchased 
by money or good works, yet it was ob- 
tained at a great price. What was paid 
for it? Nothing less than the blood of 
Christ. ‘‘ Yeare bought with a price,”’ 
says the Apostle Paul. All Christians 
lovingly speak of the Son of God as 
Saviour and Redeemer. A redeemer is 
one who purchases, rescues, delivers, 
and redemption means, according to the 
dictionary, ‘‘the procuring of God’s 
favor by the sufferings and death of 
Christ; the ransom or deliverance of 
sinners from the bondage of sin and the 
penalties of God’s violated law.’’ ‘‘Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of. the 
law, being made a curse for us,’’ says 
Paul in his epistle to the Galatians, 3, 
13. ‘‘In whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of His 
grace.’’ He paid the full price of our 
salvation by the Sacrifice of Calvary, 
and nothing is required of us but con- 
trite and humble hearts and believing 
minds. He loved us and gave Himself 
for us, and though we be dead in tres- 
passes and sins, if we give him our 
hearts, He will cleanse them and dwell 
therein forever. ‘‘The blood of Jesus 


Christ cleanseth from all sin,’’ says the 
Apostle John in his first epistle; and 
‘Tf we confess our sins, He is faithful 
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and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’’ 
St. Paul says, ‘‘ Christ dwells in the 
heart by faith,’’and with the Holy Spirit 
‘* makes melody in the heart.’’ 

THE GIFT WITHOUT MONEY. 

In the eighth chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, we read thata certain man 
named Simon, a sorcerer, who bewitched 
the people of Samaria, after hearing 
Philip the Evangelist preaching, ‘‘be- 
fieved and was baptized, and wondered,”’ 
beholding the miracles that were done. 
When he saw that through the laying 
on of handsthe Holy Ghost was given, 
he offered them money, saying, ‘*‘ Give 
me also this power, that on whomso- 
ever I lay hands, he may receive the 
Holy Ghost.’ He thought the gift of 
God could be purchased. But the Ap- 
ostle Peter said unto him, ‘‘ Thy money 

rish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money. Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter ; for 
thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God. Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps 
the thought of thine heart may be fors 
given thee.’’ 

The gift of God is free. All who 
wish to receive it can have it without 
money and without price. ‘‘ What must 
I do to be saved?’’ said the jailer to 
Paul and Silas. 


And the answer was, 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.’’ 
be of the heart as well as the mind. 
““With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness.’’ <A 
assent to the truths of the Gospel will 


The belief must 


mere intellectual 
not suffice. Something moreis required 
than to say, as so many do, ‘‘ Yes, of 
course, I believe in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God, the Saviour and Redeemer.”’ 
Before this confession is available, the 
heart must believe. The tenth chapter 
of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is very 
clear on this point. The mind thinks 


the heart loves, and the mouth speaks. 
God, who loves us, says, ‘‘Son, give 
Me thine heart,’’ and when we respond, 
‘* Yea, Lord, my heart I give unto Thee, 
though I know it is defiled with sin : do 
Thou cleanse it ;’’ then the gift of God, 
which is eternal life, becomes ours. 
MONEY FOR MASSES. 

Our Roman Catholic friends who have 
followed us thus far, will not take 
umbrage if we condemn the practice of 
payment for masees and other functions 
performed by their priests. They are 
taught by their Church that the mass 
offered by the priest on the altar is the 
same sacrifice as that offered on Calvary, 
with this difference only: The mass is 
an unbloody sacrifice, while the Sacri- 
fice of Calvary, where the Son of God 
was the Victim, was a bloody sacrifice. 
Alas ! the delusion ! The sacrifice is not 
the same. Christ offered Himself and 
His blood was shed; the priest does not 
offer himself nor shed his blood. 

But even if the mass and the sacrifice 
on the Cross were the same, is it not 
monstrous to require payment in money 
for such an offering? Actually, this is 
what every Roman priest does. He 
will not say mass for any living person, 
or any dead person either, unless he is 
paid for it; and the cash must be paid in 
advance. In the ‘‘ Constitutions of the 
Diocese of New York,’’ which were 
promulgated at the Sixth Diocesan Sy- 
nod, November 21, 1889, it is decreed 
(No. 201): ‘‘ In hac Dioecesi stipendi- 
um pro missa privata celebranda est 
unum scutatum (dollar).’’—‘‘The pay- 
ment (stipendium) for a private mass is 
one dollar.’’ ‘That is, this is the small- 
est sum that can be accepted by a priest. 
You can give him one hundred dollars 
ora larger sum, and he will gladly re- 
ceive it and sing a grand high mass, 
with deacon, subdeacon and master of 
ceremonies, and full choir, flowers, etc. 
But he cannot accept less than one dol- 
lar for the lowest kind of a mass. 
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DR. POLLACH’S PROSPECTS FOR CHINA. 
™ All the meetings in}Masonic Temple 
were well attended last mouth. Dr. 
Paul Pollach gave an interesting lecture 
comparing Buddhism with Romanism. 
As he spent nearly five years as a 
Roman Catholic missionary in China 
before his conversion, he is well quali- 
fied to speak on this subject, and the 
deepest interest was manifested by the 
congregation at the marvelous resemb- 
lance of the pagan religion to that of 
Rome so lucidly presented by the speak- 
er. At theclose of the lecture, Pastor 
O’Connor gave a sketch of Dr. Pol- 
lach’s conversion and the happy month 
he had passed at Christ’s Mission when 
he first came tothis country three years 
ago. Since then he has graduated in 
medicine and now wishes to return to 
Chinaasa Protestant medical missionary. 

In connection with this, Mr. O’Con- 
nor related Dr. Pollach’s experience 
with the Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Reformed (Dutch) Church, to which 
on the recommendation of Rev. Dr. David 
James Burrell, of the Collegiate Reform- 
ed Church, Dr. Pollach had applied for 
an appointment as medical missionary. 
Dr. Burrell’s letter of introduction and 
recommendation was of such a nature 
that the Secretary of the Board of For- 
eign Missions determined to act upon it 
without delay. ‘‘With Dr. Burrell’s 
letter we called upon Rev. Dr. Cobb, the 
secretary of the Board of Missions,’’ 
continued Mr. O'Connor, ‘‘and after 
due examination of Dr. Pollach’s diplo- 
mas, he said there was a vacancy in the 
hospital near Amoy, China, for a medi- 
cal missionary, and he was satisfied 
such a well qualified man as Dr. Pol- 
lach could fillthe position. He made an 
appointment for a conference the next 
day to consider the details of the work 
and make other arrangements that 
would be necessary in such an important 
undertaking. Dr. Cobb handed me a 
form to fill up specifying Dr. Pollach's 





qualifications for the position of super- 
intendent of the hospital and vouching 
for his Christian character. I answered 
all the questions satisfactorily and gave 
the paper to Dr. Pollach next morning 
as he set out for the Secretary’s office. 
His heart was light and his step elastic 
as he left Christ’s Mission that morning, 
for it seemed as if the good Providence 
of God had opened the way for him to 
return to that country where he had 
spent so many years teaching the false 
doctrines of Rome, and where he could 
now minister to the bodies and souls ot 
the people with medical skill and the 
Gospel of the Son of God. He speaks 
the language of three hundred millions 
of people of that vast country, and the 
knowledge of their mode of life, customs, 
and characteristics which he had acquir- 
ed by his residence in China would be 
most valuable to him in the new and en- 
larged ministry before him. 

‘After an hour’s absence he returned 
to Christ’s Mission, but with a different 
manner from what he had when he set 
forth. The step was not so elastic, nor 
the aspect of the countenance so bright. 
With some anxiety I asked what was 
the matter? Everything seemed so sat- 
isfactory during our visit to the secretary 
the previous day that I could not imag- 
ine what obstacle there could be. ‘There 
is an obstacle;* he replied, ‘and it seems 
almost insurmountable, at least so far as 
the hospital is concerned.’ | asked again 
what it was. ‘ Well,’ said he, ‘ you re- 
member yesterday the secretary inquired 
whether I was married, and when I an- 
swered in the negative, he said it would 
be easier to place an unmarried man in 
some parts of the foreign field than one 
who had a family. But at our interview, 
to-day, he said a married man was re- 
quired for the hospital, as there are two 
unmarried lady teachers in charge of a 
school there, and the superintendent 
must be married, so that his wife could 
preside over the whole establishment. 
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The present incumbent was a married 
man, but his wife’s health was failing 
and they desired a change to another 
field of labor. His successor must be 
married. 

‘*Here indeed was an unlooked for ob- 
stacle.§ It is four years since Dr. Pol- 
lach withdrew from the Roman Catholic 
Church and renounced the priesthood, 
but no thought of marriage had entered 
his mind in connection with that step. 
‘I left{the Roman Church,’ said he, 
‘ because I had lost faith in its doctrines, 
andjI had no thought of the future ex- 
cept to study medicine and return to 
China. The idea of marriage never 
crossed my mind. I had not time to 
think of it, or anything else, except my 
purpose to get a medical education and 
graduate.’ 

“If Dr. Pollach was a married man,”’ 
continued Mr. O’Connor, ‘‘ it is prob- 
able he would now be on his way to 
China, as there was a vacancy in that 
special field. The stringency of the 
times in financial affairs forbids Mission 
Boards to open up new fields, and hence 
he must wait until times get better. Our 
Iriends the Jesuits condemn the priests 
who get married after they leave the 
Roman Church, and unblushingly as- 
sert that no priest ever leaves Rome ex- 
cept for the purpose of getting married. 
A few years ago Father Pardow, the 
present Provincial of the Jesuits in this 
city, said in one of his sermons that 
Martin Luther began the Reformation 
in order that he might get married. 
He omitted to tell his gullible hearers 
that Luther commenced the work of 
battering down the walls of Roman 
superstition and error in 1517 and did 
not get married until 1525—eight years 
after he had renounced his allegiance to 
the Pope. But such false statements are 
characteristic of the Jesuits. No priest 
ever leaves the Roman Church to get 
marriéd ; from the Jesuit point of view 
of marriage, he need not. If only to 


spite those Jesuits, Dr. Pollach ought 
to get married, and my advise to him is 
to do so as soon as the good providence 
of God sends him a worthy companion. 
It would do some of those Jesuits good 
if they had wives who would make them 
tell the truth.’’ 

In conclusion Pastor O’Connor said 
that until the way to China was 
opened for Dr. Pollach, he would con- 
tinue active in good works both at 
Christ’s Mission and in the free dispen- 
sary which was soon to be opened on 
the east side of the city, where his 
knowledge of languages could be used 
among the foreign population. 


THE WANDERER’S RETURN. 
The following lines were written by 
Father Harrington, of the Passionist 
Order, after he came to Christ’s Mission: 
I have wandered, dearest Jesus, 
Far from Thee, 
I have steeled my heart against Thee, 
Calling me; 
I have heard Thy sweet voice pleading, 
I have turned away unheeding, 
But now docile to Thy leading 
I shall be. 


I have sinned against Thee, Jesus 
Scorned Thy Word; 

I have shunned the light Thy grace 
And love afford; 

I have mocked Thee and defied Thee— 

I have scourged and crucified Thee, 

Lo! I come, repentant, guide me, 
Gentle Lord ! 


Thou hast come to me, sweet Jesus— 
Heard my prayer; 

Thou hast made my soul—all sinful— 
Bright and fair; 

On Thee, Jesus, firm believing— 

Blessed pardon humbly craving— 

Me, Thy precious Llood all-saving 
Cleansed fore’er. 


Nevermore to wander, Jesus, 
Far from Thee; 
On my path a plenteous light Thou 
Shed’st for me; 
Nevermore o’er symbols moping, 
Not in man’s vain power hoping, 
Nor in darkness feebly groping— 
I AM FREE! 
L. J. HARRINGTON. 
Christ’s Mission, New York, May 10, 1894. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PAULISTS. 
BY JOHN BOND, A CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 

HE daily press of New York has in 
its news columns announced that 
we now have special missions for the con- 
version of American Protestants organ- 
ized by the Paulist Fathers of this city. 
Those missionary Paulists are mostly 
young men who are eager for dis- 
tinction. Their enthusiasm is great. 
They are withal of an enterprising turn 
of mind, as their sending out of cute 
little press notices clearly shows. Arch- 
bishop Corrigan and the Pope are inter- 
ested in the scheme, which is sure to 
have their blessing, if nothing else. 

It must be confessed that these young 
priests of the Roman Church have en- 
tered on a most adventurous undertak- 
ing. It is no small affair to reverse his- 
tory and invert all the natural processes 
of civilization. 

We are informed that Christianity in 
the United States has been a failure, the 
fateful consequences of which have thus 
far been luckily averted by the influence 
of Romanism. Father Doyle, we are 
told, has now come at last to bring us 
the pure Gospel. He is to be assisted 
by Father Hughes, and Christianity 
may in consequence breathe a little 
easier. This certainly is encouraging 
news and the best results may be looked 
for. Of course we all know that the 
Paulist Fathers are unbeaten in contro- 
versy. There is no such thing as van- 
quishing a Paulist Father in a religious 
dispute. He starts in with a firm resolve 
to refuse to be vanquished, and with 
youthful courage he sticks to his propo- 
sition to thelast. It cannot be my in- 
tention to enter into a controversy with 
these holy fathers. 

I may nevertheless be permitted to 
avail myself of an ingenious offer which 
the Paulists have made to Protestants 
at their ‘‘ Missions.’’ This offer takes 
the shape of a ‘‘ query box,‘’ in which 












doubting Protestants are supposed to de- 
posit their questions in writing. These 
questions are supposed to be answered 


at the Paulist mission services. Dis- 
cussion is eliminated and the questioner 
must be satisfied with whatever answer 
Father Doyle, Hughes, etc., see fit to 
write down. Even this offer is really 
a great concession to the heretics. Time 
was when the doubting heretic was 
‘* persuaded ’’ in a somewhat more forc- 
ible way; but that is a theme distasteful 
to the Paulist Fathers, and we will not 
say anything about it; no, not even in 
the questions which I now venture to 
deposit in the public query box of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. One thing, 
however, I must not forget. I do not 
know whether the offer of the Paulists 
is open to converted Catholics. If it is 
not, then I have no standing in the 
matter at all, for through the infinite 
goodness of God, through His wonder- 
ful kindness and mercy, I have been en- 
abled to see salvation through Christ 
alone. Through the grace of God I 
have renounced the Church of Rome 
and have withdrawn from her com- 
munion to the great joy of my soul. 

These are the questions which I 
would like to ask the Paulist Fathers. 
Let them answer fairly and truthfully : 

Was the Pope infallible in matters of 
faith from the very moment of the insti- 
tution of the Papacy? Ifhe was, why 
has the doctrine of infallibility never 
been asserted until in comparatively 
modern times? Where is the unbroken 
chain of tradition necessary to establish 
a dogma? Why have numerous Catho- 
lic theologians and historians, notably 
Dr. Dollinger, at the time of the pro- 
mulgation of the dogma of Papal in- 
fallibility seceded from the Church? 
Will it be maintained that these emi- 
nent men were ignorant of Catholic tra- 
dition? Will it be claimed that they 
were actuatea by a sense of personal 
grievances ? 
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“After a careful study of the New 
Testament I have been unable to find 
any passages upon which to justify 
prayers to Mary and Mariolatry in gen- 
eral. Why then does the Roman 
Church venerate Mary to the exclusion 
almost of the Saviour? What are we 
to understand when we are told that 
Pope Pius IX. proclaimed St. Joseph 
the universal patron or protector of the 
Church ? 

Upon what theory are novenas to 
Saint Theresa, or Saint Francis of As- 
sisi, or Saint Paul of the Cross, or to any 
other saint, included in God’s plan of 
salvation for sinful man ? 

The mass is according to Romish doc- 
trine the one, great sacrifice. Why 
is money nearly always the mag- 
net that draws the priest to the altar to 
offer this sacrifice? Can the sacrifice 
of Calvary be repeated for money ? 

Were the following forms of prayers 
and practices known to the apostolic 
age: Rosary, indulgences (from one day 
upward), wearing of scapulars, agnus 
Deis, purgatory, the confessional, forty 
hours’ devotion, May devotions, etc., 
etc., etc? It not, why have they been 
futroduced ? 

Is it true that the dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception was at one time 
within the Church denounced as a 
species of heresy ? 

More Questions For The Paulists. 
BY A BIBLE CHRISTIAN. 

The following questions were sub- 
mitted to the Paulist Fathers when they 
were conducting their so-called ‘‘ Missions 
for Protestants’’ last December, in the 
Church of Our Lady of Victory, 
McDonough street, Brooklyn : 

1.—Was it on St. Peter’s confession, 
‘“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,’’ or on St. Peter himself 
that Jesus said His Church should be 
built ? 

2.—If Peter ever was in Rome, how 


—— 





is it that St. Paul zevery mentions him as 
being there, in any of his epistles, while 
he does mention many other Christians 
of lesser eminence ? 

3.--If St. Peter was Prince of the 
Apostles, and the first Pope, how is it 
that St. James, and not he, presided at 
the Council of Jerusalem, as recorded in 
the 15th chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles ? 

4.—Why also, if Peter were Pope, 
did Paul rebuke him for dissimulation 
when he (Peter) came to Antioch from 
James, as recorded in Galatians 2,11-15 ? 

5.—If regeneration takes place in 
baptism—even the baptism of infants— 
as the Roman Catholic Church teaches, 
and the baptised are thenceforth Chris- 
tians, is the test of discipleship given by 
Christ applicable or not applicable to 
them, i. e., ‘‘ By their fruits ye shall 
know them?’’ 

6.—If said test is applicable to adult 
Catholics (so called), how is it that so 
many of them are continually being 
convicted of criminal practices ? 

7.—Why also, is the so-called sacra- 
ment of extreme unction never refused 
to even the most wicked Catholic, except- 
a suicide who may be overtaken by 
sudden death ? Will the ‘‘ last rites’’ of 
the church save such a one from perdi- 
tion ? 

8.—David, addressing the Almighty, 
says, (in the 23d Psalm) ‘‘I will fear 
no evil, for Thou art with me.’’ Which 
is the better safeguard against evil, this, 
or the scapular and sign of the cross, 
upon which most Catholics rely for safe- 
ty? 

19. — Of the two countries, Great 
Britain and Spain, the one fairly repre- 
sentative of Protestantism, the other as 
fairly representative of Roman Catholi- 
cism, which is the best educated, the 
most enlightened, civilized, enterprising, 
progressive, energetic, influential, pow- 
erful, beneficent, charitable and hu- 
mane? 
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THE INQUISITION AND THE 
JEWS. 


HE Rev. Dr. Harris, a rabbi of 
Temple Israel, in this city, give 
two lectures last month on the Roman 
Inquisition, with special reference to the 
persecution of the Jews by that mon- 
strosity of colossal crime and horrible 
cruelty. The first lecture was reported 
in the New York Zimes, and Rev. Dr. 
Henry A. Brann, of St. Agnes Roman 
Catholic Church on East Forty-third 
street, replied to him in letters to that 
paper which sought to palliate the in- 
famies of the Inquisition by throwing 
the responsibility for its acts upon the 
civil government. This drew forth a 
scathing rebuke from Rabbi Harris in 
his second lecture. He said: 

‘*T have been accused by Dr. Brann of 
ignorance, prejudice, and falsifying his- 
tory. But I did exactly state the con- 
ditions surrounding the Spanish Inquisi- 
tion. The Catholic Church would like 
to rid itself of that blot upon its annals. 
The fact is, the Inquisition was a religi- 
ous institution, but was mixed up with 
civil affairs. The State never existed 
alone, but the fact that the Inquisition 
was instituted to investigate heresy is 
the best proof of its religious character. 

‘*Three Dominican monks planned 
the Inquisition. Criminal history does 
not match it. It is the darkest chap- 
ter of crimes. 

‘‘ In Spain the Inquisition was especi- 
ally directed against the Maranos, the 
secret Jews. If they blessed a child 
without making the sign of the cross, 
or sang a psalm without adding the 
Gloria, or called a child by a Jewish 
name, or ate meat on a fast day, it was 
sufficient to convict a Marano of heresy. 
The Maranos made a proverb for them- 
selves: ‘We do not need to believe in 
Hell; we believe in Spain.’ 

‘‘Finally a Marano slew an Inquisitor. 
That was just what was wanted —a mar- 





tyr—and the Inquisition was set up in 
Barcelona and Majorca. Now came 
the time to drive out the Jews and infi- 
dels from Spain. Ferdinand issued a 
proclamation that all Jews must leave 
Spain by a certain date, but they must 
not take any gold and silver coin with 
them. On Aug. 2, 1492, the Jews were 
exiled, and on Aug. 3 Columbus set sail 
on the voyage on which he discovered 
America. He found it difficult to get 
sailors for his ship, and prisoners were 
released from jails as an inducement for 
them to go with him, and it is believed 
many Jews offered their services to Col- 
umbus ard took animportant part in the 
discovery of the New World. But no 
sooner was the New World discovered 
than the Inquisition reached ont here 
and was instituted in Mexico, Central 
America, and the West Indies. 

‘Spain brought upon itself its own 
punishment. In driving out the Moors 
and Jews it drove out its best citizens. 
It had its theological tribunals at every 
harbor to kill trade, and it didit. Spain 
is the most insignificant of nations. It is 
no longer a first-rate power. In driving 
out the}Moors and Jews it wrote its own 
epitaph.”’ 

WHAT THE INQUISITION WOULD DO. 

The above extract from the lecture ot 
Rabbi Harris will be read with interest. 
It is a good sign of the times that our 
learned Hebrew friends are directing 
the attention of their people to the evil 
practices, past and present, of Roman- 
ism. Rev. Dr. Brann, who replied to 
Rabbi Harris, acknowledged that the 
Inquisition still exists in Rome. ‘‘ It is 
true,’’ he says in his letter to the New 
York 7Zimes, which the ‘‘ Ingersoll’’ 
Father Lambert reproduces in the 
New York Freeman's Journal, March 
28, 1896, ‘‘It is true that when the 
spiritual court of the bishop, of the in- 
quisitor, or of the Pope excommunicated 
a person, he was handed over to the 
civil power, which often put him in 
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jail or punished him with death... . 
Not all heretics, however, were severely 
punished. Common and inoffensive here- 
tics were let alone.’’ We thank you for 
those words, Father Brann. ‘‘Common 
and inoffensive heretics’’ were and al- 
ways will be let alone. If the Inquisi- 
tion should be established in this coun- 
try—and this would surely be done if 
the Roman Church had supreme power 
—inoffensive Protestants, common Pro- 
testants, who would stealthily worship 
God and pray with bated breath, and 
let the Romanists do as they please in 
all things secular and religious, would 
be let alone. But if they had energy 
enough to attempt to right the wrongs 
in political or civil life, such as interfer- 
ing with Roman Catholic rumsellers, 
and should display any zeal in the cause 
of Christ or activity in mission work, or 
endeavor to turn sinners, especially 


Roman Catholic sinners, from the er- 
rors of their ways, then they would be 
‘put in jail or punished with death.’’ 


Of course, it need not be said that there 
would be no mercy for one who would 
dare to say ‘‘ Boo’’ to the Pope. He 
would be burned at the stake, hanged by 
the neck until he was dead, drawn and 
quartered. The common and inoffen- 
sive Protestant can comfort himself 
with the toleration extended to him by 
Father Brann and the holy Inqui- 
sition. 

In the commercial life of the world 
the Jews have been conspicuous for their 
energy and success. But Father Brann 
wantonly insults them, and warns them 
of the fate that awaits them if Rome 
rule should prevail in our Republic, 
when he says in his letter: ‘‘ Only 
when they were caught cheating the 
Christians, did the Inquisition inter- 
fere with the Jews, and ask the civil 
power to punish them.’’ Jews and 
Christians alike were tortured and put 
to death by the Inquisition because they 
did not submit to the Roman Church, 


even as the Armenians to-day are 
massacred because they will not become 
followers of Mahomet. Give the Pope 
and the Jesuits the power possessed by 
the Sultan and they would do what he 
has done. 

Fifty thousand Armenians have been 
tortured and cut down with the sword 
in the last twelve months. How many 
thousands of Christians have been 
destroyed by the Inquisition? Person- 
ally the Sultan is said to be an amiable, 
courteous gentleman, like Leo XIII. 
But he has not expressed regret for the 
atrocities committed by his followers. 
Neither has the Pope disclaimed respon- 
sibility for the horrible work of his ‘‘in- 
fallible’ predecessors, who were ani- 
mated with ‘‘ zeal for religion,’’ as are 
the Turks of our day. The Sultan says 
the Mohammedan religion is the only 
true one ; the Pope says his is the genu- 
ine brand. Take your choice or take 
the consequences. 

A Disinterested Bishop. 

‘‘Some time ago the Catholics of Cin- 
cinnati decided to present to Archbishop 
Elder a testimonial gift on the approach- 
ing fiftieth anniversary of his ordination 
to the priesthood. Hearing ofthis, Mrs. 
Bellamy Storer, the wife ofex-Congress- 
man Storer, offered to give her hand- 
some house and grounds in Cincinnati 
for the purpose. But the Archbishop 
declined the proposed gift on the ground 
that it would not be seemly for him to 
accept a gift when the diocese is strug- 
gling under adebt.’’—N. Y. 7ribune, 

Now, if Archbishop Elder will issue 
an order to his priests to devote all the 
money they receive for masses to the 
payment of the $4,000,000 debt on the 
diocese, left by Archbishop Purcell, 
he will be truly generous. Archbishop 
Purcell did not use the money for him- 
self or his family, but for the diocese. 
The money for masses could pay the 
debt in a few years. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC SEMINARIES. 


BY PAUL POLLACH, D.D., M.D. 
Frases isan educationalinstitu- courting or at times resisting and detest- 
tion where young men are prepared ing the influence of Rome. Whenever 

for the priesthood. The word seminary is they analyzed the educational methods, 
derived from the Latin word Seminari- or laid a heavy hand on priest-manufac- 
um, that is, a ground where seed is sown. tories, the fears vanished and the victory 
There is a beautiful allegory in the har- was assured. As the strength of an 
mony of that name, picturing to the army is valued toa great extent by the 
mind the peaceful, trusting labor and quality of the leaders, so the strength 
the idyllic simplicity of the field and the and the strategic forces of the Roman 
husbandman. But the harvest of that Catholic Church can be better compre- 
spiritual agriculture consists of priests, hended if the character and tactics of 
and we know that between the harvest their spiritual leaders are known and 
and the seed there is an intimate rela- understood in their cradle. 
tion. Indeed, several important condi- The Council of Trent decreed, that 
tions have to unite in order to insure every bishop in his diocese must have a 
a good harvest, but the chief condition seminary; a law, that was wisely im- 
is a good seed. posed and strictly enforced. The Coun- 

Now, what kind of seed is sown in cil of Trent had been principally as- 
the Roman Catholic seminaries? This sembled in opposition to the Protestant 
is an interesting question, because if it Reformation, and intended to carry out, 
is true that from their fruits we shall within the authority of the Church, a 
know them,we shall be still moreableto number of reforms concerning the un- 
understand them if we know something deniably vile abuses and the impious 
about the seeds and about the embry- habits and general depravity, which in 
ology of their early development. Many the course of time had grown so strong 
features in the past and actual history and powerful that they could throw 
of the Roman Catholic Church and of away the mantle of hypocrisy and sit 
the life and activity of the Roman clergy pompously enthroned in the palace of 
are difficult to explain, and remain un- the Vatican, until the excessive tension 
intelligible facts to those who are outside of their own enormity surpassed the 
the Roman Church. A closer investiga- limits of endurance, provoking in self- 
tion of the origin and the education of destructive blirdness the wrath of the 
the clergy, who are the pillars and the slumbering and long suffering sense of 
soul of the church, will throw more righteousness. 
light upon the strange products of a Among those avowed abnormal con- 
monstrous system. ditions was the gross ignorance, the 

The severest and most dangerousper- impudent immorality and worldliness of 
secution which the Roman Catholic theclergy. Therefore the Council pru- 
Church, and in fact all other religious dently resolved to strike at the root of 
systems essentially linked with a hier- the evil by a thorough reorganization of 
archical priesthood, have to suffer, is ecclesiastical education. 
the direct opposition against the priests. Since that time every diocese main- 
The knife there cuts at the deep- tains under some form a seminary. A 
seated ulcer. The political and re- great diocese-has generally two semi- 


ligious worlds are frequently agitated 16S, letpent ine other— 
with fears, apprehensions and plans/t& e seminary theological 
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seminary. The first is destined for 
those boys whose character and circum- 
stances give a fair hope that they fin- 
ally will embrace the so-called ecclesias- 
tical vocation. There they receive the 
preliminary instruction in letters and 
sciences, including the classical langu- 
ages and the gradually predisposing re- 
ligious instruction. 

In Austria these preparatory studies 
have to be pursued for eight years in 
the Gymnasium or State’s College, be- 
cause theology constitutes there a facul- 
ty of the university. The gymnasium 
is required by law as a qualification for 
entrance to the university. The boys, 
during that time are living together un- 
der ecclesiastical supervision, and al- 
though they are obliged to take the 
whole curriculum of eight years, they 
are exempt by law from the final exami- 
nation of maturity or graduation. The 
reason why this apparent favor was 
sought and obtained is obvious. The 
young man to whom this inducement is 


offered has the privilege of entering the 
university without passing the ordeal of 


that examination; but on the other 
hand, accepting the privilege, he is pre- 
vented later on, if he should desire to 
do so, to enter upon other studies in an- 
other faculty, before passing that ex- 
amination in his classical studies. 

In Italy these seminaries are not a dis- 
tinct institution, but united with pre- 
paratory classes, and thus forming in 
all respects a well-fitting ground work 
and initiation for the theological semi- 
nary. 

The rules and the spirit in all these 
institutions are in their principal ten- 
dency the same as in the seminary 
proper. The whole system is so eccen- 
tric and preternatural that a great per- 
centage of the boys, instinctively with- 
standing, leave before they are initiated 
to the ‘‘sacred orders,’’ a remarkable 
and eloquent fact which in itself is a 
tribute to the inborn nobility of our 


human nature. 

The great seminary, or the seminary 
proper, is the theological seminary. 
Most of the students, who reach or 
begin there theological studies, have 
made up their mind to become priests, 
though it is by no means a rare occur- 
rence to see an alumnus abandon the 
seminary, even in the last year of the 
prescribed course. 

The seminary is under the direct 
jurisdiction of the bishop, who appoints 
and selects the superiors and professors, 
generally from the priests of the diocese. 

The rules are traditional and natur- 
ally having the same purpose are almost 
alike everywhere, with but slight local 
differences, which the bishop pro tem- 
pore may change or modify. 

The building is generally near the 
bishop's residence, and in Catholic coun- 
tries, where the government regulates 
the social relations of the church, the 
building for the seminary is recognized 
as one of the necessary implements for 
the episcopal functions. Besides the 
seminaries, there are other institutions 
for priests which generally take the title 
of colleges, where young men from dif 
ferent dioceses are sent to begin or to 
complete their education. These col- 
leges are either endowed, and the bish- 
ops have a right to a certain number of 
scholarships, or they receive contribu- 
tions from the bishops, whose students 
are there maintained. There issuch an 
establishment in the United States under 
the shadow of the Capitol, which has 
adopted the high sounding title of Uni- 
versity. 

In Rome, the Seminarium Romanum 
is the papal seminary for the diocese of 
the ‘‘holy city.’’ Besides this, there are 
national colleges from the chief countries 
of Europe and America, known as the 
English, Irish, Scotch, German, North 
American, South American, Greek, Bo- 
hemian, Armenian, Spanish and Maron- 
ite Colleges. 
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The College of the‘‘ Propaganda Fide,”’ 
in Rome, is an institution where students 
from all parts and nationalities of the 
world are educated, especially those 
who in the Orient and in many other 
extra-European missions are the pre- 
destined snbjects, from whose ranks the 
bishops and higher clergy are chosen. 

Speaking of seminaries and colleges, 
it must be understood that they are in- 
stituted for the secular clergy, because 
the whole Catholic priesthood is divided 
into two great armies, the secular and 
the regular clergy. The secular priests 
are those, who are subject to the bishop 
and have no other vow except the one 
of chastity. The regular priests are so 
called, because they live together under 
approved rules in an order and monas- 
tery ; they are monks and are distin- 
guished from the secular priests by a 
special uniform and by the solemn vows 
of obedience to their superior, of per- 
petual celibacy, of poverty, and(some) by 
the addition of a fourth vow, as for in- 
stance, the Jesuits, who vow a special 
allegiance to the Pope. These orders 
have been enriched by the successive 
popes with numerous privileges, among 
which is the right to educate, separately 
from the secular clergy, their own stu- 
dents, who are called novices. The time 
of their education lasts until their ordi- 
nation to the priesthood. 

In those times, when the church pos- 
sessed absolute power, ruling the souls 
and the pockets of men, the question of 
a seminary building and endowment was 
easily settled. An appeal, or an appro- 
priation was all that was needed. A 
great number of seminaries actually ex- 
isting, date back to those golden times. 

The work is not so smooth in our 
present day, when the church needs 
money for so many other purposes and 
the money is not flowing so rapidly into 
her treasury asit usedto. The Fran- 
ciscan friars after their legal suppres- 
sion in Italy, resolved to build, in spite 








of the government, an immense central 
college for the whole Franciscan order 
in Rome. The General, Father Bernar- 
dino began the building in 1879, and 
finished it in 1885. A systematic beg- 
ging brought from all parts of the 
world about two million francs and 
probably an equal sum remains to be 
paid. 

The seminary for the diocese of New 
York is also a costly building, but the 
expenses had to be met and still are, by 
forced taxation of church goers and by 
a forced yearly contribution, imposed 
upon each priest of the diocese, and 
thus the priests, though grumbling and 
reluctant perpetuate their race, as Schil- 
ler says: ‘‘ This is the curse of evil 
deeds, that generating they must evil 
bear.”’ 

Seminary and novitiate are master- 
pieces of machinery, where the young 
men who happen to fal! in, are shaped 
and kneaded into ministers of the altar. 
But who are these young men, and what 
stars are guiding them to the temple of 
Rome? 

We shall answer this question in the 
next chapter. 

Il. ' 

The history of a human life is the 
most marvellous product of all kinds 
of direct aud modifying, of har- 
monious and inimical forces. If it is 
impossible to trace without the aid of a 
microscope the course of the innumer- 
able tiny threads, contained in a sheet or 
bundle of fibres, no microscope and no 
searchlight will ever fully reveal the 
complicated thread of the Fates which 
some call destiny and some call chance. 

There are, for instance, thousands of 
influential causes active, which deter- 
mine the character of a young man, di- 
recting him into a certain;{[channel and 
deciding his calling and position in life. 
We are moulded, more than we think 
and know by our congenital inclinations, 
by our early instruction, by fancies and 
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by our surroundings. But, as in a 
picture, the chief colors are promi- 
nent and easily detected, though the 
exact distinction of all shades and mix- 
tures be impossible, so may we discover 
the chief causes which draw a man intoa 
special sphere of activity. The life of a 
priest is by no means less intricate than 
the life of other mortals, but though we 
may not succeed in compiling an ex- 
haustive dictionary of all the roads that 
lead to Rome, we may be able to de- 
scribe the priucipal highways. 

The doors of the seminary are open 
to every boy who has been baptized and 
professes the Roman Catholic faith. 

Sons of heretics and apostates, and 
all those who are affected with any phy- 
sical, mental, or social irregularity, 
which would form a canonical impedi- 
ment for their ordination, can obtain a 
dispensation before they are received in 
The young men are 
generally chosen from the poorer 
classes, from parents who are willing 
but are unable to give to their boy a 
liberal education, or who are blessed 
with many children, and at the same 
time are devoted to the Church and 
have a high pinion of the dignity of 
the priesthood. The Tridentine Coun- 
cil, in the 23d session and the 18th 
chapter, plainly orders that chiefly the 
sons of poor people ought to be selected 
(pauperum autem filios praecipue eligt 
vult). ‘The reason is because— 

1. The boys, born in obscurity and 
poverty, can be presumed to be almost 
morally constrained to persevere in 
their vocation for the priesthood, hav- 
ing hardly any other choice than to ac- 
cept it, or to sink back into poverty and 
social degradation. 

2. Because the condition of celibacy, 
which is the door to the Roman Catho- 
lic sanctuary, is so repulsive and dreary 
inits very nature, that, generally speak- 
ing, only in the lower strata of society 
can those subjects be found, who for 


the seminary 








improved material advantages will sa- 
crifice their prospects of family life and 
happiness. 

Alas, that poverty should be almost 
fatally linked with shame and dishonor! 
The Catholic Church glories sometimes 
in the low origin of her highest digni- 
taries, as a demonstration of the truly 
Christian and republican spirit mani- 
fested in the prerogative of equality. 
Many a miserable existence, many a 
broken heart, has paid and outweighed 
the promotion to glory of a few ambiti- 
ous minds. A few may have risen, 
indeed, from the dunghill to the throne; 
but surely the spirit of evangelical 
equality was not the motive that ani- 
mated the fathers of the Council of 
Trent, when they decreed: Eligantur 
praecipue pauperes, \et the poor be prin- 
cipally elected. 

Boys are sometimes taken from the 
orphanages, where they have spent their 
childhood, and thus can be truly said: 
‘* transported from the womb to the 
grave.’’ When such poor boys grow 
up, they have nothing in the world be- 
longing to them; they have never earned 
their bread ; they are ignorant of life, © 
and are radically unfit to cope with 
it, except inside their clerical capacity. 
They cannot make up their mind to sink 
below the physically developed and 
trained laborer, and poverty is their 
chain. I remember many cases. 

A friend of mine, a young man, 
a native of Switzerland, was one of my 
schoolmates in Rome. He was a delicate 
youth, and, as an orphan, had been 
brought up in clerical institutions, and 
being very talented, was sent to Rome. 
He had changed considerably in the 
course of four years, and I understood 
the reason later on, when he confided 
to me that he had lost his vocation and 
was desperately anxious to get out. But 
the world was so dreary; he had no 
friends and was bound to stay. But death 
was more merciful to him than he to 
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himself, for he died in the college after a 
short illness. 
Another poor fellow of my acquaint- 
ance had not the good fortune to be de- 
livered by a premature death. He was 
born in Poland, had studied in Rome, 
was ordained there and performed his 
duties as a priest for several years. I 
met him in New York; he was disgusted 
with his whole life. He had lost faith 
in religion and in all things concerning 
Rome, and continued in his office like 
an actor on the stage. He despised him- 
self, but he shrank from plunging into the 
unknown world, and only a superhuman 
effort could induce him at last to try 

the battle. 

A numerous family also determines 
the parents in the middle classes to de- 
vote one or two of their children to 
the church. Many of my former col- 
leagues were ‘‘offered to God’’ by their 
parents in their early childhood four that 
reason. In the large Irish families it 
is almost an invariablerule, that at least 
one boy must “‘ study for the church.’’ 
I have heard that it is common to 
hear Irish farmers in the market speak- 
ing in Latin. Some of them had re- 
ceived the tonsure or minor orders, but 
did not care to continue that peculiar 
path to heaven, 

Very frequently, the boys from the 
middle classes are victims of avarice, 
ambition or crime. 

An Italian gentleman, father of six 
children, forced his youngest son with 
cruel punishment to enter the seminary 
in Frascati, because he wished to secure 
in his family the right to an ecclesiasti- 
cal prebend or benefice. 

What dark stories are closed behind 
the walls of a seminary; how many 
young hearts are crushed before they 
know what love is, sacrificed to a hor- 
rible, joyless life by inhuman parents ! 

A mercenary purpose, or any other 
motive cannot substantially prejudice a 

secular occupation of life, but an impure, 





venal and despicable intention affects 
necessarily the character of him who, 
according to the teaching of his church, 
will one day claim to have been elected 
and segregated by God as Aaron of old, 
and chosen like the apostles by the 
Saviour Himself. 

Some parents consider the life of a 
priest as a sinecure, and I heard more 
than one good Catholic mother saying : 
** My son is not very bright ; he is lazy, 
and I am afraid he will not be success- 
ful in the world. We will make a priest 
of him and he will have an easy life,’’ 
‘* Which of the three learned professions 
will you embrace, my child?’’ asked 
such a mother of her hopeful son. 
‘*Mother,’’ answered he, ‘‘ they say 
divinity is the easiest, because it is 
easier to preach than to practice.’’ 

There are also students from the 
higher walks of life in the seminaries. 

In Rome, the ‘‘Accademia dei nobili 
ecclesiastici ’’ is an institutior exclusive- 
ly destined for the sons of noblemen. 
Very few of these young men embrace 
the ecclesiastical state by their own 
free choice. Generally, they are super- 
numerary sons, designated for the church 
in their cradle. Such a one is sure 
of rapid advancement. The pros- 
pects of purple cassocks, golden mitres, 
pontifical glory, red hats and Peter’s 
chair are studiously unrolled in brilliant 
panoramas before his eyes, until he is 
really persuaded that the church is his 
chosen field. Especially in Italy, in 
Rome, under the immediate observation 
and wire pulling ofthe Vatican, a young 
nobleman entering a seminary is under- 
stood to begin his carriera. As rapidly 
as promotion can be consistent with de- 
cency, he becomes a Monsignore, a 
prelato domestico, bishop, and cardinal. 
We have innumerable examples in our 
contemporary history. The Count 
Schoenborn, the successor of the Prince- 
Cardinal Schwartzenberg, Archbishop 
of Prague, was an officer in the Austrian 
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army. Suddenly he felt inspired to be- 
come a soldier of the cross. He studied 
theology in Insbruck, passed rapidly 
through the prescribed formalities, and 
in a short time changed his splen- 
did uniform for the red robe of a 
cardinal. Also the Cardinal Bonaparte, 
and the elegant Caidinal Howard, who 
had been an officer in the English army, 
were predestined for the purple. 

For three or four years, a declassed 
Polish nobleman, the Count Zalesky, 
was leading in Rome a problematic ex- 
istence. He was not considered among 
the students as a shining light, but was 
bound to advance and is now a delegate 
in India, with an archbishop's title and 
dignity. In all these cases, the injunc- 
tion of the Tridentine Council about 
the poor was evidently not too scrupul- 
ously observec. After all, the rapid 
strides of the rich and noble in the march 
to ecclesiastical grandeur, ought not to 
be surprising. It would be rather 
startling to find that the weaker side of 
human nature is banished from the in- 
stitutions of the Roman Church, and 
that the Spirit of Christ is presiding 
over the self-styled apostolic succession. 

Not only ambition but sometimes the 
basest motives of interest and criminal 
purposes bring the offsprings of the 
nobility into the seminary. 


The prose- 
cution of the Marquis Nayves, accused 
of the murder of his stepson, which in 
October, 1895, produced a great sensa- 
tion in France, revealed, among many 
other awful secrets, the horrible doom 


of an innocent creature. Poor young 
Monaldo was the son of the Marquis’ 
wife; he was the fruit of ‘‘sin and 
shame,’’ and hence an object of dis- 
grace. Against his will, against his 
heart-rendering supplications he was 
brought up and kept in a seminary, 
and when he no longer could endure it, 
he was removed, but—to his grave. 
Some parents, who are pious Catho- 
lics, wish to see their son at the altar. 


Pride, superstition and _ selfishness 
makes them forget the welfare of their 
child, blinding them in regard to the 
sacrifice which they demand. 

A very corimon channel through 
which the Holy Ghost is supposed to 
manifest His election of the future min- 
isters of Christ is the parish priest. 

He becomes either interested in a boy 
of his parish, or his attention is called 
in some way to him. All know, for in- 
stance, the case of the Jewish boy Mor- 
tara, who caused so much excitement in 
the time of Pius IX. 

In Italy, every parish priest has a 
‘‘nephew’’ whom he takes under his 
protecting wings, and who will pass for 
his presumed heir. A canon is sure to 
have two or three of these proteges, one 
or two invariably in the seminary. A 
cardinal is surrounded generally by a 
dozen or more of these nephews, or 
whatever their relationship may be. 
The greater part are placed in semin- 
aries, and they are pretty sure to make 
their carriera. It would be useless to 
attempt to illustrate this statement by 
living examples, because from the Pope 
down to the humblest parish priest this 
practice is universally observed. 

A young man, who joins a religi- 
ous order as novice, is either led there 
by these and similar reasons, or, if he 
offers himself voluntarily, there is a 
strong presumption that some radical 
eccentricity or abnormal condition is 
present in his whole character and frame 
o{ mind, just as paralysis cannot occur 
if the organism is not predisposed by a 
structural defect or lesion. 

These are some of the chief methods 
by which the young adepts of the priest- 
hood are gathered in the seminaries, the 
entrance to the sanctuary, over which 
should be written: ‘‘ Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, he that entereth not by 
the door into the sheepfold, but climb- 
eth up some other way, the same isa 
thief and a robber.’’ 
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POLISH PRIESTS AND PEOPLE 





[In the last two numbers of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC the interest of our readers has been 
called to the Polish people in the United States. 
The remarkable movement towards emancipation 
from priestly rule and government in many Roman 
Catholic congregations of this country, discussed 
in two articles in the above mentioned numbers, 
will be still better illustrated by the following 
article which was sent to us by a priest. ] 


N attempting to write regarding the 
most vital question concerning the 
Polish people in America, we ask our 
readers not to suspect us of prejudice 
or wrong intentions toward any party, 
nor yet anxious to make proselytes for 
a new movement. It is simply with 
the intention of expressing views which 
are the result of !ong and zealous study 
and observation, that this article is writ- 
ten. It is not our intention to discuss 
doctrines, but particularly to speak of a 
certain class of men, viz-, priests, with 
direct reference to Polish priests in Am- 
erica. In so doing we shall relate a 
few facts bearing on this subject, and 
leave the public to decide whether or 
not there is just cause for complaint. 

Polish priests in America are as far 
removed from such priests in Europe as 
heaven is from earth. The latter class, 
although they may not be priests—or 
ministers of God—in the full sense of 
the term, are beloved and respected by 
the people whom they lead. True, they 
try to cover their own faults and weak- 
nesses, but they do not scandalize the 
people to effect this, as in most instances 
the American Polish priest does. 

Here in America the attraction of the 
people toward their priests, and through 
them to the Church, has almost entirely 
disappeared. Here the Polish priest is 
not the loving father of his parishoners ; 
not their helper in the hour of need. 
He is simply a collector, tax gatherer, 
extortioner ; the very personification of 
avarice. He soils his hands and his 
character in the battle for the almighty 





dollar, and thus he degrades himself 
and his church. 

Our priests have virtually turned the 
Church into a means of money gather- 
ing, faith and the sacraments into a lash 
with which to scourge those who are 
slow in paying their last pennies into 
her coffers. The priests themselves are 
but vampires to suck the last drop of 
blood from the poor. The Polish peo- 
ple are a patient and pious race; self- 
sacrificing in church affairs, a race re- 
specting their priests and the authority 
of the Church. But these same people 
have finally been forced to reject the 
priests and their authority. They have 
at last come to the place where their 
love and respect has turned to con- 








tempt. 
Wherein lies the reason of this 
change? Not in the people, surely. 


They are good and religious, willing to 
respect and honor their spiritual leaders; 
they desire to live honest and peaceful 
lives. No; the blame lies not in the 
people, but in their oppressors—the 
priests. 

Polish priests in America with few 
exceptions, have lost all their dignity ; 
have lost what should elevate them in 
the eyes of the people ; have lost what 
should prove to the people that they are 
worthy leaders. Alas! they are no 
longer examples worthy of emulation. 
These priests have perverted their voca- 
tion as mediators between God and man, 
and have degenerated into money grab- 
bers, whose only desire is greed. 

The Church under their direction has 
become a den of iniquity, and the pul- 
pit, from which should be spoken only 
the Word of God, has become a place 
from which to hurl curses and condem- 
nation upon those who dare to ask for 
justice; a place from which to continu- 
ally demand more money. 

Instead of devoting their time, tal- 
ents and energies to the service of God 
and the welfare of the people, these 
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priests are devoted to mammon. The 
bishops are however, in a measure to 
blame for this state of affairs. Ifa 
priest is not a prompt collector, he is 
summarily dismissed, even though he 
be all that could be desired otherwise 

Again, morality, it must be acknowl- 
edged to their shame, has sadly degen- 
erated, and it is to be feared will con- 
tinue to degenerate, until it disappears 
altogether. 

These dishonest priests, supported by 
still more dishonest superiors, change 
the otherwise civil Poles into a band 
of criminals, who rob and vilify each 
other, and even murder to obtain their 
ends, until every spark of goodness has 
died out of their natures. Thus, in- 
stead of upholding the dignity of their 
fatherland and being recognized as an 
honorable people, of which Kosciusko 
was one, they are to-day in this country 
considered as outcasts and a menace to 
good citizenship. 

Polish children, the future of Poland, 


the glory of the new kingdom of Po- 
land, are lost entirely in these narrow- 
minded, priest-ridden, un-American con- 


ducted Polish parochial schools. In- 
stead of receiving a progressive educa- 
tion, the children's intellect is cramped 
and entirely ruined ; and they leave the 
institutions densely ignorant of every- 
thing regarding a liberal education. 

Give our Polish people an American 
education, and then must these priests 
become different men; then will they 
become priests in reality as well as in 
name. 

When these people shall have their 
eyes opened to see that they are not 
dealt with as man to man, but rather 
as slave to master ; when they shall see 
that they are denied their rights and 
privileges, then, and not till then, will 
they arise and demand honest leaders, 
and thus will these priests be elevated 
toa higher standard of morals by the 
demands of an enlightened people. 


The clerical press hurls volumes of 
condemnation against the rising of in- 
dependent churches. Who is to be 
blamed for this separation of thousands 
of families from the Church? Not the 
people, but the clergy who oppressed 
them, and the clerical press, the mouth- 
piece of these tyrants: a separation 
born of oppression. 

The independent church has not lost 
its faith. No; they saved it by sepa- 
rating themselves altogether from these 
dealers in faith. Yes, they have saved 
that precious gift for themselves and 
their children. Polish priests, to whom 
the dollar is more than God or religion, 
are responsible for this new departure. 
The priests by their own oppression 
have opened the way for these independ- 
ent churches, and have engendered in 
the hearts of the people a feeling of dig- 
nity and manhood. By their persecu- 
tions and blackmailing other priests, 
who are the true friends of the people, 
they have elevated the masses until the 
independent churches were the inevit- 
uble result. The pastors of these new 
churches are now lifting the people into 
their proper sphere. 

The principal aim of bishops and 
priests in America is to get entire con- 
trol of all church property. Having 
obtained this, they demand absolute 
submission and blind obedience in temp- 
oral as well as spiritual affairs. They 
threaten the denial of sacraments, ex- 
communication, yea, even eternal con- 
demnation, if the people refuse to sub 
mit absolutely and blindly. 

The people have carried this burden 
long and patientiy. The greater part 
of the priests and bishops, enriched by 
the dollars of the poor, consider the 
people as well as their personal proper- 
ty, absolutely lawful prey. They are 
not allowed to earn a dollar unless they 
give two-thirds of it to the priests and 
bishop. Against all this the people will 
rebel in large numbers. 
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ROTESTANTISM is derived from 
two Latin words—/7ro, before, or 
for, and /estis, witness, or testimony—- 
and therefore the meaning of the word 
protestantism is a testimony against 
what is deemed error, and a declaration 
in behalf of what is believed to be true. 
Such a testimony must accord with the 
requirements of Divine Revelation, 
which teaches what is to be believed and 
what should be rejected. Hence the 
Bible is the source of all revealed truth, 
and its testimony is paramount in every 
question of a moral and spiritual char- 
acter. 

The Bible and Protestantism occupy 
inseparable positions on the platform of 
Divine Truth—the one being the source, 
the other the stream flowing therefrom 
—whose results, to the moral and spirit- 
ual condition of the human race, are of 
undying importance, and whose teach- 
ings formed the themes of Prophets, the 
songs of Psalmists, the records of 
Evangelists, and the doctrines of 
Apostles. 

From Paradise to Patmos their strains 
swelled louder and louder. They con- 
tinued, down the line of numerous wit- 
nesses, until they burst upon the ears of 
the people of Europe at the Reforma- 
tion, and electrified both the prince and 
the peasant, the priest and the people, sus- 
taining their melody over hill and dale, 
until millions awoke from their reverie, 
shook off the spell that enchanted them, 
and became charmed and enlightened 
with the teachings of Divine Truth, de- 
rived from the Word of God. Protest- 
antism is as old asthe Bible, and is in 
entire conformity with its sacred teach- 
ings. It challenges a fair examination 
of its sentiments by the Divine Records, 
and causes the words of the venerable 
Chillingworth to be reproduced in 
every land— 


WHAT IS PROTESTANTISM ? 


BY JOHN BORLAND FINLAY, PH. 


D., LL. D., D. C. L., NEW YORK. 


‘“ THE BIBLE IS THE RELIGION OF PRO- 
TESTANTS.”’ 

Thus the principles of Protestantism 
have been an element of charming 
thought from the remotest times. In 
almost every age its spirit and testimony 
have been reverberated. They re- 
doubled themselves in the echoes of 
Mount Sinai in the proclamation of the 
moral law. They charmed the Israelites 
in their poetic conceptions of the Psalms. 
They electrified their followers in the 
Majesty of the Temple Service. They 
flashed forth with meteoric devotion in 
the prophecy of Isaiah. They were 
profoundly displayed in the statesman- 
ship of Daniel. They were reproduced 
in a galaxy of glory in the reorganiza- 
tion of the Church under the leadership 
of Ezra and Nehemiah. Their britli- 
ancy shone forth unfaded in the produc- 
tions of Zechariah and Malachi. Their 
majesty and dignity were proclaimed by 
Christ, Their power, beauty and holi- 
ness were set forth irresistibly by Paul. 

Thus the Law prohibited the making 
and adoring of images and pictures of 
anything in heaven or on earth. 

The Psalms set forth the praise of 
Jehovah. 

The Proverbs described the dignity of 
God and moral beauty of holiness. 

Isaiah directed all '‘To the law and 
to the testimony of Jehovah.’’ The 
great statesman of Babylon and Persia 
pictured the grandeur and greatness of 
Jehovah and what would occur there- 
after on earth, when the God of Heaven 
would set up his Kingdom, which would 
never be destroyed, as it was to be an 
everlasting Kingdom. 

Ezra and Nehemiah re-established 
authority, civil and ecclesiastical,among 
the returned Jews from the captivity. 
The last of the prophets reaffirmed the 
glory depicted by the olden seers of 
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what would take place in the near 
future. 

At last Jesus Christ came, in the ful- 
ness of time, to seek and save the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel, redeem the 
captives and to establish that Kingdom 
that was to have no end. To the 
Jews, who were doubtful of his sacred 
mission, he said, ‘‘Search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they that testify of 
Me.”’ 

Paul in like manner declared that 
‘‘ All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works,’’ and 
furthermore he declares that the Bere- 
ans were more noble than those at 
Thessalonica, because they searched the 
Word of God daily to ascertain if what 
he said to them were true. 

Thus the distinguished lawgiver of 
Mount Sinai, the royal psalmist and 
moralist, the inspired prophets, the 
holy apostles and the Divine Redeemer 
were enthusiastic witnesses for the truth 
contained in Divine Revelation, and 
were not afraid of proclaiming such to 
their people, but, on all occasions, de- 
clared its beauty, perfections and holi- 
ness, and showed that it was the power 
of God to enable people to believe what 
is true and abhor that which is evil. 

Any system which forbids its people 
to go to the law and the testimony; that 
denies their right to search the sacred 
Scriptures; that declares that all Script- 
ure is not profitable for doctrine, or for 
building up the man of God in the 
Redeemer’s holy faith, cannot be in 
accord with the teachings of the 
prophets, of Christ and of His Apostles, 
as set forth in the Old and in the New 
Testament. 

‘ But Pope Pius VII. thought other- 
wise, for in his Bull, issued June 29th, 
1816, he denounced the circulation of 


the Sacred Scriptures as ‘‘ A crafty de- 
vice by which the very foundations of 
religion are undermined, a pestilence 
which must be remedied and abolished, 
a defilement of the faith, eminently 
dangerous to souls, impious machina- 
tions of innovators, wickedness of a ne- 
farious scheme, snares prepared for 
men’s everlasting ruin, a new species of 
tares, which an enemy has abundantly 
sown.’’ 

Protestantism, on the contrary, pre- 
sents to all an open Bible, teaches civil, 
religious, moral,and intellectual freedom, 
unclasps the captive’s mental bonds and 
has advocated the rights of all to hear, 
be instructed, and possess the truths of 
Divine Revelation, independent of all 
opposition, no matter from what source 
it may arise or come. In proof of these 
assertions a cloud of witnesses appears, 
between the Apostles and the Reform- 
ers of the sixteenth century, whose 
statements form an almost connected 
chronological chain of evidence. 

WITNESSES FOR THE TRUTH. 

Need we, therefore, not triumphantly 
refer to Ignatius, of Antioch, who in — 
the year 67, ‘‘ exhorted the Churches to 
hold firmly the doctrine of the Apostles 
contained in their writings ’’? 

Irenzeus, of Lyons, who previous to 
his martyrdom, in A. D. 202, exhorted 
all Christians ‘‘to read more diligently 
that gospel which is given to us by the 
apostles ; and read more diligently the 
prophets ; and you will find every action, 
and the whole doctrine of our law 
preached in them.’’ 

Clement, of Alexandria, who flou- 
rished from the year 196, until 220, 
says: ‘‘ They whorely upon them must 
expound Scriptures by Scriptures, and 
by the analogy of Faith,—comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual, one place 
with another, a part with the whole, 
and all to the Divine attributes.’’ 

Origen, who died in the year 252, 
but had written, ‘‘No man ought 
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for the confirmation of doctrine to use 
books that are not canonical Script- 
ure.”’ 

Cyprian, who, prior to the year 258. 
stated, ‘‘Whatever be commanded in the 
Gospels, or in the Epistles, or in the 
Acts of the Apostles, is to be observed.”’ 

Eusebius, who in the year 325, in his 
oration, said: ‘‘ Believe the things that 
are written; the things that are not 
written, neither think upon, nor inquire 
after.’’ 

Hypolytus, who about the year 330 
declared : ‘‘ There is one God, whom we 
do not otherwise acknowledge, brethren, 
but out of the Holy Scriptures. What- 
soever the Scriptures teach, let us know; 
and whatsoever they teach let us under- 
stand.’’ 

Athanasius, Patriarch of Alexandria, 
who, prior to the year 375, declared that 
‘* The Christians will neither speak nor 
endure to hear in religion that which is 
a stranger to Scripture.’’ 

Cyril, of Jerusalem, who, before the 
year 386, taught in his Catechetical Dis- 
courses—‘‘ Do not simply give faith to 
me stating these things to you, except 
ye have the proof of what I say from 
the Divine Scriptures.’ 

Ambrose, of Milan, who in 386 asked 
in one of his famous sermons, ‘‘ How 
can we use those things which we do 
not find in the Holy Scriptures? ”’ 

Chrysostom, the most eloquent Patri- 
arch of Constantinople, who about the 
year 400 exhorted his hearers thus, 
‘* Hear, I beseech you, all you secular 
men, provide you Bibles, which are medi- 
cines for the soul; at least, get the New 
Testament.’’ 

Theophilus, of Alexandria, who 
about 412 stated, ‘‘It is a part of a 
devilish spirit to think anything can be 
divine that is not in the authority of the 
Holy Scriptures.’’ 

Augustine, the celebrated Bishop of 
Hippo, who, before his’ death in 430, 
wrote, ‘‘ All writings since the confir- 


mation of the Canon of Scripture, are 
liable to dispute, and even Councils 
themselves to be examined and amended 
by Councils. I am unwilling that the 
Church be demonstrated by human 
documents, but by Divine Oracles.’’ 

Vigilantius, who in the year 400 op- 
posed prayers tu the dead, the venera- 
tion to images and all innovations fro 
the pagans. 

Cyril, of Alexandria, who in 444 al- 
leged ‘“That which the Holy Scriptures 
have not said, by what means should 
we receive and account it among those 
things which are true?’’ 

Caesarius of Arles, who in 529 influ- 
enced the Council of Orange to enact 
two Canons in conformity with the 
doctrines and faith of Augustine of 
Hippo in opposition to Pelagianism and 
Semi-Pelagianism. 

Serenus who preached the Gospel 
maintaining the doctrines of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

The Council of Frankfort, which in 
794 condemned image worship, whose 
proceedings, although opposed to the 
Bishop of Rome, were approved by 
Charlemagne. 

Alcuin, an Englishman, who in 804 
rejected the Apocrypha, as forming no 
part of the Divine Word. 

Paulinus of Aquileia, who proclaimed 
salvation through the shed blood and 
living intercession of Jesus Christ, from 
the year 810 until 841. 

Agobard, who in 817 preached that 
‘* There is no other mediator than the 
God-man.’’ 

Claude, of Turin, who was persecuted 
as a malefactor for inveighing against 
images and other clerical evils. 

Gotteshalc, who was beaten to death 
at the instigation of the Archbishop of 
Mentz and the Archbishop of Rheims 
for preaching the Gospel of the Grace 
of God and upholding the Holy Script- 
ures. 

The Belgiac Bishops whoin Council, 
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in 868, unanimously protested against 
the innovations of the Bishop of Rome. 

The Synod of Rheims,whose president 
was Arnulphus, by whom it was decreed 
in the tenth century that the Pope of 
Reme was Anti-Christ. 

Beranger, who, in 1045, declared that 
the See of Rome is not the Apostolical 
Seat, but the Seat of Satan. 

Henry, Bishop of Mentz, who in 
1105, protested against the authority of 
the Pope, and appealed to Christ, the 
only Head of the Church. 

Peter de Bruis, who, in 1126, denied 
that Christ's Body was in the Eucharist, 
and that Purgatory was a human inven- 
tion. 

Arnold of Brescia, who was burnt at 
Rome in 1155, for preaching Christ and 
the authority of the Sacred Scriptures. 

Peter Waldo, who, in 1167, began to 
preach the Gospel at Lyons, and whose 
followers in Bohemia, in 1325, numbered 
Over 80,000. 

John Wickliffe, eminently and de- 
servedly styled ‘‘ The Morning Star of 
the Reformation,’’ who wrote several 
treatises against Popery, and died in 
1387, whose converts were called Lol- 


lards, and were numerous throughout 
England. 


William Santre, who was burnt in 
1401, in front of his own church door, 
near Oxford street, west of Tottenham 
Court Road, then in the country, but 
now about the centre of the metropolis 
of the British nation. His great crime 
was that he preached the doctrines of 
the New Testament. He was the first 
martyr burnt in England. 

Sir John Oldcastle, a follower of 
Wickliffe, who in 1418, was burnt for 
protesting against Popery. 

John Huss, of Bohemia, who was 
burnt at Constance, in 1415 by order of 
the Council of Constance in defiance of 
the German Emperor’s safe conduct. 

Jerome of Prague, who was also 
burnt by the same Council, and at the 


same place, in 1416, for maintaining 
the doctrines of Huss. 

James Rathby, who was burnt at Glas- 
gow, Scotland, in 1422, for denying the 
Pope’s supremacy. 

Paul Craw, who was burnt at St. 
Andrews, in 1431, for the same alleged 
offense. 

John Wesselin, who in 1479 was burnt 
at Worms for preaching the Gospel. 

John Savonarola, who was burnt at 
Florence in 1498 for declaring that 
Romanism was contrary to the Word of 
God. 

Patrick Hamilton, who was burnt at 
St. Andrews in 1528 for preaching the 
Gospel. 

Dean of Dollar, who was burnt in 
1545, by order of the Bishop of Dun- 
keld, in Scotland, for reading the Script- 
ures and preaching the Gospel. 

Thus forty-two (42) witnesses be- 
tween the great Apostle of the Gentiles 
and the distinguished Reformers of the 
sixteenth century have presented a 
chain of testimonv in behalf of the truth 
of Divine Revelation, for which many 
of them were burnt at the stake to sati- 
ate their opponents’ untamed fury. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

The same principles were set forth in 
the different Articles of Faith adopted 
by the Reformed Churches of the six- 
teenth century and are as follows : 

In the Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, adopted in 1552, it is stated that 
‘“The Holy Scripture contains’ all 
things necessary for salvation; so that 
whatever is not read therein, uor may 
be proved thereby, is not to be required 
ofany man, that it should be believed as 
an article of the faith or be thought a 
necessary requisite to salvation.’’ 

The Swiss confession says: ‘‘ The 
canonical Scriptures of the Word of 
God, delivered by the Holy Ghost, and 
by the prophets and apostles, pro- 
pounded to the world, is the most per- 
fect and ancient philosophy and doth 





THE CONVERTED 


CATHOLIC. 123 








alone perfectly contain all piety, all rule 
of life.’’ 

The Belgic confession says : ‘‘ We be- 
lieve that the Holy Scripture doth per- 
fectly contain the will of God, and that 
whatsoever is necessary to be believed 
by men, for the obtaining of salvation, 
is sufficiently taught therein; for when 
it is forbidden that any should add to it, 
or take away from it, thereby is abund- 
antly demonstrated that the doctrine 
thereof is most perfect and every way 
complete.’’ 

The Wittenberg confession says: 
‘“That all doctrine necessary to be 
known by us in order to true and eternal 
salvation, if not contained in the Script- 
ure, is sooner said than proved.”’ 

The Reformed Church of France says: 
‘Whereas the Word of God is the sum 
of all truth, containing whatsoever is 
requisite to the worship of God and our 
salvation, we affirm that it is not lawful 
for men or angels, either to add any- 
thing to it or take anything from it, nor 
change anything at all therein ; from 
whence it follows that it is not lawful to 
set either antiquity or custom or a mnl- 
titude, or human wisdom, opinions, de- 
crees, councils, visions, or miracles, in 
opposition to Divine Scripture, but 
rather that all things ought to be ex- 
amined and tried according to this rule 
and what is prescribed therein.’’ 

In like manner the Reformed Church 
of Scotland issued its Confession of 
Faith, containing the same principles, in 
1560. 

Thus all the Reformed Churches 
agreed among themselves on their faith. 
All of which were adopted and pvb- 
lished before the creed of Pope Pius IV. 
was issued to the world in 1564. 

Besides, long before the era of the 
Reformation, there were numerous ec- 
clesiastical bodies of Christians organ- 
ized separate and apart from the Roman 
Church—such as the Waldenses of the 
Cottean Alps, who have remained dis- 


tinct, and independent in their native 
valleys since the third century, without 
reformation, with a creed and a mode 
of worship and of church government 
older than that of Rome, or of Oxford, 
or of Edinburgh. In like manner, the 
Albigenses of Languedoc, the Culdees 
of Scotland, the ancient Britons, the 
Lollards of England, the followers of 
Peter Waldo and John Huss of Bohe- 
mia,—all were entirely distinct from and 
independent of the Church of Rome in 
the West of Europe ;—while the authori- 
ty of the Bishop of Rome never extend- 
ed to the East. In the eighth century, 
a great schism took place, whereby the 
Bishop of Rome withdrew from the Ca- 
tholic Church and from the control of 
the Greek Emperor, and placed himself 
and all his followers under the care of 
Charlemagne whom he created Emperor 
of the West of Europe. Since that 
time all the Oriental Churches—-includ- 
ing the Orthodox Greek Church, the 
Armenian Church, the Coptic Church in 
both Egypt and in Abyssinia, the Syri- 
an Church, and the other Oriental 
Churches along the Valleys of the Eu- 
phrates, the Tigris, the Indus, and fur- 
ther east, have not recognized the bishop 
of Rome or his clergy, or his Church. 
They designate the bishop of Rome and 
his followers as schismatics, who have 
cut themselves off from the unity and 
apostolical succession of the Orthodox 
Church. 

It is remarkable that while the Church 
of Rome has forbidden the circulation of 
the Sacred Scriptures in the vulgar 
tongue among their people, all the oth- 
ers above-mentioned have encouraged 
and still continue to encourage the cir- 
culation of the Bible among their people. 

The condition of Europe was, at the 
period under consideration, in a deplor- 
able state. Ignorance, vice and immor- 
ality pervaded nearly every rank of so- 
ciety. Leo X. occupied the Papal Chair, 
at Rome. St. Peter’s Church was being 











THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 














constructed. Funds were needed to 
complete that edifice. To raise such, 
indulgences were invented by the Pon- 
tiff, and sold to the faithful. To every 
conceivable sin a certain price was an- 
nexed. No matter how huge the evil, 
or great the crime, or enormous the 
blasphemy, or inexpressible the wicked- 
wess, or disgusting the immorality, by 
paying the requisite price therefor, an 
indulgence for its commission could be 
purchased. 

A certain vender, named Tetzel, was 
employed to dispose of those wares in 
Germany. His boisterous proclamations 
about their virtues and powers aroused 
Luther, who was then at Wittenburg. 
He forthwith nailed Ninety-five Theses 
against such profanations to his church 


door in 1517. The people read them 
with amazement. He unclasped the 
Bible. 


The Scriptures were put into 
the possession of his followers. All 
ranks began to study them enthusiasti- 
cally. The Pontiff became alarmed, and 
threatened, and finally excommunicated 
Luther; but the fulmination had no 
effect on the intrepid Reformer. The 
Pope appealed to the Emperor for aid. 
An Imperial Diet was convened at 
Spires in 1529. Before it Luther was 
summoned. By that Diet the rights of 
the Lutherans were invaded. Their 
property was to be confiscated. The 
toleration granted at the preceding Diet 
of 1526 was revoked. The authority of 
the Pope, in matters spiritual, was re-es- 
tablished and strengthened. The preach- 
ing of the Gospel was suppressed. The 
printing press was prohibited from issu- 
ing any work that contained ‘sentiments 
opposed to Rome. All were command- 
ed to return to the bosom of the Roman 
Church; and a threatening mandate to 
that effect was issued in the form of a 
decree. 

Against such iniquitous proceedings, 
the Reformers entered their solemn pro- 
test, and appealed} from the Diet of 











Spires to the Word of God; and from , 
Charles, Emperor of the Germanic Con- 
federation, to Jesus Christ, the only 
King and Head of His Church, who is 
alike King of Nations as well as King of 
Saints. 

That famous PROTEST was presented 
to the Diet of Spires on the 19th day of 
April, 1529. Opposed to oppression it 
raised the power of a well regulated 
conscience above the Civil Magistrate 
and tke authority of the Word of God 
above the Roman Church. It says to 
mankind, ‘‘ Render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and unto God 
the things that are God’s.’’ In divine 
things it rejects the interference of the 
Civil Magistrate and says to him in the 
language of Peter, ‘‘ We must obey 
God rather than Men.’’ It rejects usur- 
pation of every kind, whether in a 
political or ecclesiastical organization, 
and holds up before the world the prero- 
gatives of Immanuel, as King of kings, 
and Lord ot lords, who has all power both 
in heaven and on earth; who is Head 
over all things to His Church, and who 
is the only Kinc and Heap of His 
CHURCH. 

All, therefore, who feel themselves 
free and independent in mind, body, 
conscience and intellect, and the accept- 
ors of, and believers in, the doctrines of 
the Holy Scriptures can with the noble 
band of Reformers before the Diet of 
Spires call themselves PROTESTANTS. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





Kind Words. 


The Belfast (Ireland) Christian Ad- 
vocate of Feb. 14, 1896, says: 

THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC for January 
(James A. O'Connor, 142 West 21st Street, New 
York,) proves that the priests of Rome donot hes- 
itate to tell lies if they think doing so will help 
their cause, and gives a portrait and sketch of Fr. 
Chiniquy, D. D., of Montreal. This number also 


mentions the conversion of several Roman Cath- 
olic priests, and has several interesting articles all 
bearing on the Romish controversy. 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS SUPPORTING PROTESTANT INSTITUTIONS. 





qeast month, at the laying of the 

foundation of the first build- 
ing of the American University, at 
Washington, D. C., Bishop Hurst, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Chancellor of the new university, an- 
nounced that subscriptions amounting to 
$1,040,000 have thus far been received 
for the project. ‘‘ People ofevery grade 
have given,’’ he said. ‘‘ It is a Protes- 
tant University. A Presbyterian gave 
me $25,000 towards it. I never saw him 
but once before he made his contribu- 
tion. Hesaid: ‘If I can only live to 
see the cornerstone laid I will give you 
another tip.’ Pope Leo has a nephew 
in Washington, who gave us $10,000; 
another Roman Catholic gentleman, 
$12,000 ; his brother, who is a Baptist, 
also $12,000. Sixty per cent. of the 
amount contributed for the payment of 
the lot was received from outside the 
Methodist Church.’’ 

This is very good news. It isa re- 
versal of the policy of Rome which has 
not only condemned all who support or 
favor heresy, but has imprisoned and 
burned them when it had the power to 
do so. In view of Rome’s attitude to- 
wards heretical institutions, like the 
Washington University, which will be 
the rival of the Catholic University, 
is it not possible that the Pope's 
nephew and the other Roman Catholic 
gentleman, are really convertedCatholics? 
As consistent Catholics they could not 
give aid or support to a Protestant in- 
stitution. As a matter of fact Roman 
Catholics incur excommunication by 
such contributions. 

In Gury’s Moral Theology, it is dis- 
tinctly stated that all who abet heresy 
or give aid to heretics in the spread of 
their doctrines are under the ban of ex- 
communication — Zam incurrunt non 
heretici tantum,sed etiam corum fautores. 
By the bull, /x Coena Domini, and the 


constitution, Apostolicae Sedis, absolu- 
tion from this excommunication was re- 
served to the Holy See, and only by a 
special dispensation could a bishop or 
priest grant absolution to such a sinner. 
Murder, arson, adultery, and all other 
crimes could be forgiven by the com- 
monest kind of a priest, who could no’ 
even translate the Latin formula inte his 
mother tongue, but this excommunica- 
tion could not be set aside by any power 
less than that of Rome itself. 

In the issue of this Magazine for 
February, 1892, there is a case in point, 
which we reproduce here : 

Rev. Dr. D. H. Moore, the present 
editor of the Western Christian Advo- 
cate, was president of the Cincinnati 
Wesleyan College in 1878, and to him 
was assigned the duty of paying off the 
debt on the college. Among others he 
applied to Mr. R.R. Springer, a wealthy 
and public spirited Roman Catholic ot 
Cincinnati, who presented to the city a 
Music Hall that now bears his hame. 
The result of Dr. Moore’s appeal is told 
in the following extract from an editor- 
ial in the Western Christian Advocate, 
January 20, 1892: 

‘‘When the great effort of 1875 was 
made to relieve the Wesleyan College of 
its debt we suggested appealing to Mr. 
Springer-and were met with the state- 
ment that ‘‘ Catholics never aid a Pro- 
testant cause.’’ But Catholics so per- 
sistently and successfully seek aid of 
Protestants for their causes we said 
such could not be the case, and so we 
sent as courteous and earnest an appeal 
as we could frame to Mr. Springer, re- 
ceiving in due course of mail the follow- 
ing reply : 

CINCINNATI, March 6, 1878. 


D. H. Moore, PRESIDENT CINCINNATI WESLEYAN 
COLLEGE : 


Dear Sik:—Your favor of the 5th inst., asking 
aid for your college, received. i fully believe in 
the great advantages of a liberal education for 
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both sexes; but being a member of the holy Ro- 
man Catholic and Apostolic Church, and believing 
that religious instruction should form an important 
part of education, I could not, with a clear con- 
science, aid in teaching what I did not believe in; 
thus confirming what you preface your letter with, 
‘**that Catholics never aid a Protestant cause.” 

This from your standpoint may be regarded as 
illiberal, but is right, nevertheless, as we view our 
duty. Yours truly, 

R. R. SPRINGER.” 

Another case in point was given in 
the same issue of this magazine as fol- 
lows: 

Bishop Watterson of Columbus,Ohio, 
in the course of a sermon delivered in 
his cathedral, December 27, 1891, re- 
ferred to the criticisms of his conduct in 
forbidding a Roman Catholic young 
lady to sing at a festival for the benefit 
of a Protestant Episcopal Church. He 
warned his people against encouraging 
or giving assistance to the teacher of 
heresy. ‘‘ Your own bishop,"’ said he, 
‘‘has been attacked by many outside 
the Church and, sad to say, some inside 
the Church, for refusing to allow Ca- 
tholics to take part in entertainments, 
the proceeds of which were to be ap- 
plied to aiding the spread of heresy and 
irreligion.’’ 

His attitude on this point had not 
only been criticised severely, he con- 
tinued, but threats had been made that 
Protestants would refuse to contribute 
or aid the charitable institutions of the 
city under Catholic control. These in- 
stitutions are menaced, because he as 
bishop of Columbus refused to allow 
Catholics to assist in the spread of heresy 
and thereby assail the Church of Christ. 
“You are not to say ‘ God-speed’ or to 
salute him whoenters your house to 
spread the doctrines of heresy or irre- 
ligion. How much more so are you en- 
joined from assisting by your labor or co- 
operation the religion that opposes truth 
and the enemy of the Church of Christ. 
The position I have taken is founded up- 
on the doctrine of St. John and the 
teachings of the Church in all ages.’ 


A Priest Imprisoned For Slander. 


A letter from Giovanni Della Vecchia, 
a converted Italian priest in London, that 
appeared in the English Churchman, 
March 12, 1896, gives the interesting 
information that one of the prominent 
priests of Florence, Italy, a Canon of 
the Cathedral, has been sent to prison 
for ten months for slandering a priest 
who attempted to preach the Gospel as 
he found it in the New Testament. 
This priest, Signor Migliari, was op- 
posed and denounced by the other priests 
of Florence, and when he complained to 
the bishop, the latter instead of rebuking 
the irreligious priests ordered Signor 
Migliari to desist from preaching the 
Gospel. This he would not do. He re- 
membered the words of St. Paul, ‘‘Woe 
is unto me if I preach not the Gospel.’’ 

When the bishop would not protect 
him and the opposition and denunciation 
of the other priests continued, Signor 
Migliara appealed to the law. Nine- 
teen priests were brought before the 
courts, and—to quote Signor Vecchia’s 
letter—‘‘though they did their best to 
excuse themselves, and the public prose- 
cutor sided with them, the court sent the 
chief offender, a Canon, to prison for ten 
months The trial has done a great deal 
of good to the Evangelical cause, be- 
cause it showed the Roman clergy in 
their true light, and whilst a Canon is 
sent to prison as a slanderer, an honest 
and sincere priest gave up the Roman 
Church.’’ 

If Father Barry, the priest of Rye, 
N. Y., who slandered the Editor of this 
Magazine by stating that we had been to 
confession to him (Barry), should be 
summoned to court, there is no doubt 
but he would be sent to prison, like 
this Canon in Italy. That would be a 
fitter place for him than his present 
position as priest of the parish. But in- 
stead of sending him to prison, we shall 
pray for him. 
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MONK of the Benedictine Order, 
a learned Catholic priest, an 


& 


Englishman by birth, who has come 
to Christ’s Mission to make it his home 
until the Lord shall open a new way of 
life to him, gives this testimony of his 
experience in the priesthood : 

‘‘I was a professor in the school, 


or scholasticate, of the Benedictine 
Order, and also in the college attached 
to the monastery. The subjects as- 
signed to me were Latin, English lit- 
erature, history, ancient and modern, 
and, in the scholasticate, ecclesiastical 
history, besides mathematics. In va- 
cation time (from June till September) 
I was, to my own great pleasure, ap- 
pointed to transcribe ancient historical 
manuscripts. Here Ispent many very 
happy years. 

“One day in a lecture to the stu- 
dents of my class in ecclesiastical 
history, I ventured to state that even 
the Catholic Dr. Lingard says, in vari- 
ous parts of his History of England, 
that the Popes by their exactions had 
made themselves very unpopular in 
Britain. I went further and stated that 
Henry VIII. profited by this unpopular- 
ity of the Papacy to build up his own 
claims for spiritual as well as temporal 
sovereignity. For the mere making of 
this statement I was very severely cen- 
sured and deprived of my professor- 
ship. Then I was quickly des- 
patched to Rome, where I met with a 
welcome kindly enough in its way. 
There I was set to work for the 
Propaganda, transcribing English doc- 
uments and reporting thereon to the 
prefect, his eminence Cardinal Ledo- 
chowski. Here I got a true insight in- 
to the workings of the Church of Rome. 
The various papers passing through my 
hands showed me clearly that the whole 
system was rotten to the core. No ap- 
peal to Propaganda has ever yet been 
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adjusted on principle, but solely on ex- 
pediency. Many cases that came be- 
fore me showed me this. . . . 

‘*Till I had gone to Rome no doubt 
had ever crossed my mind that salva- 
tion was to be found in that church. 
Historical doubts I could somehow ex- 
plain away, but when to my own eyes 
there appeared injustice and criminality 
justified and sustained by an infallible(?) 
See, I could bear it no longer. There 
are really three popes in Rome. The 
white pope, Leo XIII., the red pope, 
Cardinal Ledochowski, prefect of the 
Propaganda, and the black pope Andre- 
ledy, general of the Jesuits. Of the 
three, the latter has the most power. 
It may not be generally known that the 
Jesuits contribute annually tothe Papal 
Exchequer the neat sum of £40,000, 
or about $200,000 of American money, 
and that the Pope may, in any finan- 
cial emergency, freely call upon them, 
one of their vows being to sustain the 
Holy See, first and before all things else. 

‘In every department of the ‘holy’ 
Roman Court, venality and corruption 
reign supreme. It was Luther, I be- 
lieve, who said that any man coming 
out of Rome left it with a poor stomach, 
a bad conscience and an empty purse. 
The same saying holds good to this day, 
for those especially who leaving it still 
believe in Romanism. I could fill a 
volume with all I saw and felt in Rome. 
Suffice it to say that my eyes were 
there opened to the truth. Long before 
I had convinced myself that zstorically 
the claims of Rome were to a very large 
extent untenable. There, in Rome it- 
self, I satisfied myself that doctrinal/y, 
and as to discipline, she was not of 
Christ, nor of His holy teaching and 
practice. Hence my resolve to leave 
her. Now I wish to save my soul through 
the one Advocate we have with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous."’ 





